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Be a good sport in athletics. 


Be a winner in life. 


Salisbury 


UNIVERSITY 


www-.salisbury.edu 


Coming off a 31-14 win at Catholic in last week’s 
season opener, Salisbury opens the home schedule 
with this afternoon’s Atlantic Central Football 
Conference clash against conference newcomer 


Life is full of lessons. In sports you learn how team- 
work can get you to a desired goal. Teamwork is 
important in life, too. It’s important to pick the 

right teammates to achieve your financial goals. 
When you make Mercantile Peninsula Bank your Zee aes 
bank, you get seasoned pros with experience BBE 
that comes through in the clutch. $e 
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To come out on top, count on the 
team that’s helped customers for Gj Z 
generations. We can help forge a YY FES 
financial victory for you. Wf es 
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BANKING TWENTY-FOUR 
Online® with Bill Pay 


BANKING TWENTY-FOUR™ 
Check Cards 


€> | MERCANTILE PENINSULA BANK 


Here for you. And within easy reach. 


1-800-820-0123 www.peninsulabankmd.com 


Serving your interests since 1889. 


A MI MBI R OF MERCANTILE BANKSHARES CORPORATION 
A family of Community Banks serving Maryland, Virginia, Delaware and Pennsylvania Member FDIC 


SUNY-Brockport 
(1-0) 
vs. 
Salisbury 
(1-0) 


Local Radio 
WICO AM 1320 
Internet Radio: 
www.wicoam.com 


Series Record 
Salisbury and Brockport are 
meeting for just the second 
time. Salisbury won the only 
prior meeting in 1985 with a 
43-0 shutout of the Golden 


Eagles. Current Sea Gull 
defensive coordinator Robb 


Disbennett was SU’s starting 
quarterback in that game and 
passed for 172 yards and two 
touchdowns in the victory. 


Brockport. 


No. 1 Against No. 2 
Despite being just the second 
week of the season and the 
first ACFC game for both 
Salisbury and Brockport, 
today’s game could be pivotal 
in the conference’s 2004 cham- 
pionship chase. Brockport, 
which has made four straight 
NCAA playoff appearances, 
and Salisbury, winner in 16 of 
20 games the last two years, 
have been tabbed as first and 
second in the ACFC’s presea- 
son coaches poll. 


Recapping Last Week’s 
Victory 

Junior RB Leroy Satchell rushed 
for 104 yards and two touch- 
downs and the Sea Gull special 
teams added two punt blocks 
and a punt return touchdown 
in the non-conference victory 
at Catholic. Satchell scored on 
runs of two and 17 yards and 
sophomore Byron Westbrook 
scored on a 68-yard punt return 
as the Gulls built a 21-0 first 
half lead. Junior Brock Boland’s 
32-yard field goal pushed the 
SU lead to 24-6 at halftime. 
Senior John Hunt’s three-yard 
TD run early in the fourth 
increased the lead to 31-6 
before Catholic added their 
second touchdown in the 
closing seconds. 


Gulls Looking 

To Start New Streak 
Salisbury had its nine-game 
home winning streak snapped 
in the last game of the 2003 
home season with a one-point 
loss to Shenandoah. That streak 
had started in the 2001 season 
and carried over all or part of 
three seasons. All told, the Sea 
Gulls have a 13-8 record on 
home turf during Coach 
Sherman Wood’s first five 
seasons. 


Westbrook Earns ACFC 
Honors 

Sophomore Byron Westbrook 
was named the Atlantic Central 
Football Conference’s Special 
Teams Player of the Week for 
his performance against 
Catholic. Westbrook scored his 
first collegiate touchdown on a 


68-yard punt return TD in the 


second quarter which gave the 
Sea Gulls a 14-0 lead at the 
time. Westbrook, a defensive 
back, also recorded three tack- 
les in the game. 


About Brockport 
SUNY-Brockport is located 16 
miles west of Rochester, NY, on 
a spacious 435-acre Campus 
and is just minutes from nearby 
Lake Ontario, as well as a short 
drive away from the famous 


Finger Lakes, Niagara Falls and 
Buffalo. Home of the “Golden 
Eagles,” Brockport offers 23 men’s 
and women’s sports, all compet- 
ing at the NCAA Division Ill level. 
Brockport, which has always com- 
peted as an independent in foot- 
ball, is one of two new members 
in the ACFC this season, along 
with Buffalo State. Brockport 
Coach Rocco Salomone is in his 
10th season with the Golden 
Eagles and is the winningest 
coach in school history. He brings 
a 62-31-1 career record into 
today’s game. Brockport was 
ranked No. 9 in the nation in 
Street & Smith’s preseason maga- 
zine Division III poll. 


Brockport Opens 

With 42-26 Victory 

Junior RB Jon Brown rushed for 
109 yards and one touchdown 
and junior Brian Wise added 59 
yards and two touchdowns to 
lead the Golden Eagles past host 
Cortland 42-26. Brockport rallied 
from a 17-12 halftime deficit by 
outscoring Cortland 30-9 in the 
second half. Senior QB Bob 
Darnley completed 16-of-26 pass- 
es for 295 yards, including touch- 
down tosses of 17 yards to WR 
Kevin Beaumont and 64 yards to 
Matt McCormick. The Golden 
Eagles finished with 517 yards in 
total offense. 


By The Numbers 

The Sea Gulls finished with 340 
yards in total offense in last 
week’s game, averaging 4.8 yards 
per play. SU rushed 55 times for 
235 yards while adding another 
105 yards through the air. The Sea 
Gulls recorded 15 first downs and 
finished with a nearly 10-minute 
advantage in possession time 
(34:59 to 25:01). Defensively, the 
Gulls limited Catholic to 242 total 
yards and registered three sacks on 


the afternoon. The Sea Gulls were 
penalized 14 times for 115 yards. 
Brockport tallied 25 first downs 
in last week’s opening win at 
Cortland and finished with 222 
yards rushing and 295 yards pass- 
ing. The Golden Eagles averaged 
7.1 yards per play, and converted 
an impressive 8-of-13 third down 
attempts. The Brockport defense 
also generated three turnovers, 
including two pass interceptions. 


Varsity Club Luncheons 

The Salisbury University Varsity 
Club is once again hosting its 
weekly football luncheons with 
Head Coach Sherman Wood. 
The luncheons are each Thursday 
at noon in the Salisbury University 
Commons on campus, beginning 
September 2. The public is cor- 
dially invited to attend. The lunch- 
eons will continue regularly every 
Thursday through the end of the 
season. The cost of the luncheon 
is $7 plus tax per person, which 
includes an all-you-can-eat a la 
carte menu, as well as beverages 
and dessert. Reservations are not 
necessary. 


Sea Gull Nibbles 

Senior DB Chris Barr and junior 
WR Joe Early were credited with 
the punt blocks in last week’s 
game...Barr also added three tack- 
les, two pass breakups and one 
fumble recovery...Senior LB Brad 
DeHaven paced the defense with 
a team-high seven tackles, includ- 
ing two tackles for loss...LB 
Jacquis McCray added six tack- 
les...Ten different players finished 
with at least one rushing attempt 
for the Sea Gulls...Hunt finished as 
SU’s second leading rusher, com- 
piling 47 yards on 11 attempts... 
Anthony Johnson added 33 yards 
on just three attempts...Freshman 
Bryan Prichard averaged 31.6 
yards per punt on eight kicks. 


What’s Next 

SU returns to the road and steps 
back out of conference as it 
makes one of its longest trips of 
the season next week: to 
Fayetteville, NC. The Gulls visit 
the Monarchs of Methodist for a 

1 p.m. game, before returning 
back to Sea Gull Stadium on 
September 25 to host Greensboro. 


Quoting Coach Wood 


“Overall, | was satisfied with our performance at 
Catholic. | thought we did play sluggishly at times, 
evidenced by the number of penalties that we had. 
That was not characteristic of a veteran football team. 
We also didn’t take advantage of some of our oppor- 
tunities. The defense played pretty well and put us in 


some good situations. Our special teams were 
average, other than Westbrook’s return and the two 
blocks that we had. The other phases of special teams 
didn’t really play that well. Offensively, we played 
better in the first half than the second half. Primarily, 
the penalties set us back in the second half. The bot- 
tom line, of course, is that we came out with the win.” 


Salisbury Football 
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Sea Gull Stadium is designated as a smoke-free zone. 
Thank you for not smoking in the seating area. 


2004 SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent Site Time 
ends Salisbury Football on the Radio 
eptember 
4 at Catholic Washington, D.C. 1 p.m. WICO 1320 AM in Salisbury returns 
11. SUNY-Brockport * Salisbury, MD 1 p.m. for its seventh season as radio partner 
for Salisbury Football in 2004. The 
18 at Methodist Fayetteville, NC 1 p.m. station will broadcast each of SU’s 
25 Greensboro Salisbury, MD 1 p.m. 10 games, with each broadcast 


beginning 15 minutes prior 
to kickoff with a pregame show 


October 


2 at Newport News Apprentice * Newport News, VA 1:30 p.m. that will include comments 
9 at Buffalo State * Buffalo, NY 1 p.m. from Coach Sherman Wood. 
A 15-minute postgame show, featuring 
16 Kean University _ Salisbury, MD 1 p.m. a game recap and statistics, will 
(Homecoming/Family Weekend) conclude each broadcast. 
23. (Open Date) Internet broadcasts of all games 
: can also be heard on 
30 Wesley * Salisbury, MD EPm. www.wicoam.com., 
November 
a) Winchester, VA 1 p.m. Join Bill Reddish, Capt. Jim Whittemore, 
and Gary Schofield for all 
13. ‘Frostburg State * (Regents Cup) Towson, MD # 2 p.m. the live action of Salisbury football. 


* Atlantic Central Football Conference game # Neutral site game 


Head Coach Sherman Wood 


ith victories in 16 of 20 games 

over the past two seasons, 
Sherman Wood has led the Sea Gulls 
to two of their most successful cam- 
paigns in recent years. Now serving in 
his sixth year at Salisbury University 
and his 12th season as a collegiate 
head coach, Wood hopes to build on 
the momentum of the past two 
seasons with another successful run 
through the 2004 schedule. 

In 2002, Wood guided the Sea 
Gulls to their first NCAA playoff 
appearance in 16 years while record- 
ing a final 9-2 record. Salisbury fin- 
ished fourth in the nation in rushing 
offense, 20th in the nation in total 
defense, enjoyed a nine-game winning 
streak during the regular season, and 
finished the year with 15 players earn- 
ing all-conference honors. 

Last year, the Gulls followed with a 
7-2 campaign, with both losses com- 
ing by one point, and climbed as high 
as No. 15 in the weekly national rank- 
ing. The Gulls finished fifth in the 
nation in total defense and seventh in 
rushing defense. 

A 1984 graduate of the University 
and a four-year letterman on the Sea 
Gull football team, Wood (27-22 at 
SU, 50-59-1 overall) returned to his 
Alma Mater in 1999 as the sixth head 
coach in Salisbury football history. He 
returned to Salisbury after spending 
six years as the head coach at Bowie 
State (MD) University. 

Under Wood's leadership, Salisbury 
produced the Atlantic Central Football 
Conference’s Rookie of the Year for 


three straight seasons from 2000 to 
2002. All told, under Wood's direction, 
the Sea Gulls have produced 56 all- 
conference performers in five seasons. 

Salisbury also had the conference’s 
co-Offensive Player of the Year in 
1999 (RB Myron Dent) and the co- 
Defensive Player of the Year in 2003 
(LB Brad DeHaven). The Gulls have 
produced four 1,000-yard rushers in 
Wood's five seasons as head coach. 

Wood, 43, played defensive back 
for the Sea Gulls from 1980-1983, dur- 
ing the tenure of two different head 
coaches. Bill Yeagle served as the 
head coach during Wood's first two 
seasons, before Mike McGlinchey 
took over as head coach in 1982. 

Wood finished with seven career 
interceptions, including two returns for 
touchdown. He was a starter and 
team captain on the 1983 team that 
earned Salisbury’s first-ever NCAA 
Tournament berth and advanced to 
the national semifinals. 

Wood still holds the Sea Gull 
record for most career interception 
return yards with 131. He earned all- 
state defensive back honors by “The 
(Baltimore) Sun” and recognition as a 
Street & Smith all-American during his 
career. 

Wood began his collegiate coach- 
ing career as a volunteer assistant at 
Salisbury under McGlinchey in 1984 
and became a graduate assistant 
coach for the Sea Gulls in 1985. He 
moved to Bowie State as a graduate 
assistant coach in 1986, coaching the 
defensive backs and special teams. 


He became a full-time assistant 
coach with the Bulldogs in 1988, 
assuming the duties of assistant head 
coach and defensive coordinator. He 
remained at Bowie State as an assistant 
coach until 1992, when he became the 
assistant head football coach at Virginia 
Union. One year later, in 1993, Wood 
returned to 
Bowie State as 
head coach. 

Wood inher- 
ited a Bowie 
State program 
that finished 
1-10 in the sea- 
son before he 
arrived. He 
compiled a 
23-37-1 record in six seasons at the 
NCAA Division II school. The team’s 
6-3 record in 1998 was its best in 
10 years. Bowie State was ranked 16th 
in the nation in total defense in 1998, 
second in the nation in pass defense 
and 10th in the nation in, scoring 
defense. 

During Wood's tenure at Bowie 
State, he coached six Coca-Cola/ 
Sportsview Scholar-Athlete Award 
winners and a national Scholar-Athlete 
of the Week winner. 

Originally from Norfolk, VA, Wood 
is a member of the American Football 
Coaches Association and has served in 
the past on the organization’s All- 
America Selection Committee, Rules 
Committee and Summer Manual 
Committee. 

An active member of the communi- 
ty, Wood is a speaker at numerous 
sports clinics and involves himself in a 
variety of local organizations. These 
groups include: the Sunrise Rotary 
Club, the Jazz Foundation, the 
Wicomico Youth Mentor Program, 
the Salisbury Middle School 
Gentlemen’s Club and the Bennett 
Middle School Star’s Mentoring 
Program, among others. 

In addition to his bachelor’s degree 
from Salisbury University, Wood 
earned his master’s degree from Bowie 
State. He and his wife, Tonya, have one 
daughter, Sherece. 


Assistant Coaches 


Robb Disbennett 

Assistant Head Coach/ 

Defensive Coordinator 

A former all-America quarterback for the 
Sea Gulls and a 1996 inductee to SU 
Athletics Hall of Fame, Disbennett is in his 
14th season on the Salisbury staff. 
Disbennett owned virtually every team 
passing record when he graduated in 
1986, and he still claims the marks for 
most touchdown passes in a season and 
career, highest completion percentage for 
a season, and most consecutive passes 
completed. Disbennett served previously 
as the team’s offensive coordinator, help- 
ing Salisbury finish 14th in the nation in 
passing in 1993 and 1994. Now in his fifth 
season as the team’s defensive coordina- 
tor, the Gulls finished fifth in the nation in 
total defense and seventh in rushing 
defense in 2003. Disbennett resides in 
Hebron, MD, with his wife, Marcy, and 
children, Mackensie, Leah and Cole. 


Doug Fleetwood 

Offensive Coordinator/ 
Recruiting Coordinator 

One of the most successful prep coaches 
on the Eastern Shore, Fleetwood is in his 
fifth season as a member of the Sea Gull 
football staff. Fleetwood returned to his 
Alma Mater in 2000 after serving as the 
head coach at Cambridge-South 
Dorchester High School for 21 years, 
where he compiled a 190-50 overall 
record. His teams won three Maryland 
state championships (1979, 1995, 1996) 
and made 16 playoff appearances during 
his tenure. Under his leadership as offen- 
sive coordinator, the Sea Gulls finished 
fourth in the nation in rushing offense in 
2002 with an average of 313.6 ypg. The 
Cambridge, MD, native also serves as 
head coach of the Sea Gull baseball pro- 
gram, with a three-year record of 131-52-6, 
including World Series appearances in 
2001 and 2004. 


Keith McKelphin 

Defensive Line 

McKelphin begins his first season on the 
Sea Gull staff in 2004 after spending the 
last two years as defensive coordinator at 
Kentucky State University. McKelphin 
brings 10 years of coaching experience to 
Salisbury, with previous collegiate stops at 
Mississippi Valley State, Glenville (WV) 
State, Prairie View A&M and Delta State. 
Originally from Greenville, MS, McKelphin 
played as a linebacker at Southern 
Mississippi and was a member of the 
school’s 1988 Independence Bowl team. 
He and his wife, Camille, have three 
children, Kelvin, Austin and Alexis. 


Ryan Fleetwood 

Director of Football Operations/ 
Quarterbacks and Receivers 

A former all-state quarterback and all 
American baseball player at Cambridge- 
South Dorchester High School, Fleetwood 
returns for his fifth season as an assistant 
and his first year as director of operations. 
In his new role, he oversees many of the 
team’s administrative duties, including 
recruiting, compliance and travel. On the 
field, Fleetwood will continue to work pri- 
marily with the quarterbacks and wide 
receivers. Fleetwood was a scholarship 
pitcher at the University of Maryland and 
still holds a number of Maryland’s high 
school football passing records. 


Art Johnstone 

Offensive Line 

Now in his fifth season as an assistant, 
Johnstone is another member of the SU 
staff with links to Cambridge-South 
Dorchester High School. He served at 
C-SD as the assistant football coach from 
1971-99 and was a key part of all three 
state championships during that span. 
Originally from Cambridge, OH, Johnstone 
has primary on-field responsibility as the 
offensive line coach. He and his wife, Iris, 
have three grown children, Patrick, Jill and 
Jake. 


Fred Billings 

Defensive Backs - Safeties 

Another newcomer to the staff in 2004, 
Billings moves to the collegiate level this 
season after working as a high school 
coach for the past 15 years. Billings spent 
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the last nine years as the head coach at 
Salisbury’s Wicomico High School. During 
his tenure, he led WiHi to 21 straight con- 
ference wins at one point, with back-to- 
back Bayside Conference championships 
in 2001 and 2002. His Indians also tied 
the Maryland state record with seven con- 
secutive shutouts in 2001. Originally from 
Middletown, DE, Billings and his wife, Lisa, 
have twin daughters, Rose and Claire. 


Dante Trader 

Defensive Backs - Corners 

A four-year starter as a cornerback at 
Widener (PA) College, Trader is in his third 
season with the Sea Gulls in 2004. Trader 
led the Pioneers in pass breakups as a sen- 
ior while earning all-conference and all- 
ECAC honors. Widener advanced to the 
national semifinals of the 2000 NCAA 
Division II] Championship Tournament. 
The Delmar, DE, native was also a national 
track al-American in the 4 x 100 relay. 


Jake Coleman 

Running Backs/ 

Special Teams Assistant 

Coleman joins the staff this season after 
concluding his Sea Gull career in 2003. 
Coleman served as one of the team’s top 
tight ends in 2002 and 2003 and as a key 
member of the special teams unit. He 
scored his only collegiate touchdown on a 
20-yard fumble return in SU’s 22-19 
Homecoming victory over Wesley in 2002. 
The Cambridge, MD, native was also a 
three-year letterman on the Sea Gull base- 
ball team and a member of SU’s 2001 
World Series team. 


Back row (I-r), Keith McKelphin, Art Johnstone, Sherman Wood, Jake Coleman, 
Doug Fleetwood. Not pictured: Robb Disbennett. 


“These young men 
provide great leader- 
ship both on and off 
the field,” said Head 
Coach Sherman 
Wood. “They are 
among the hardest 
working players that 
we have, and they also 
push the other players 
to work just as hard. 
They are extremely 
devoted to our 
program and serve as 
great ambassadors for 
Salisbury football.” 


Fi players have been selected as the 
captains for the 2004 Salisbury 
University football team. They are senior 
LB Brad DeHaven, junior QB Dustin 
Johnson, senior LB Mike Myrtle, senior 
DB Sean Sandora and senior OL Brendan 
Riley. A closer look at this year’s team 
captains: 


Brad DeHaven 

Linebacker 

(Herndon, VA/Herndon HS) 

A three-time all-conference player, 
DeHaven returns for his fourth season as a 
starter and his second season as one of 
the team captains ... DeHaven has been 
Salisbury’s leading tackler in each of the 
past two seasons, registering 77 tackles in 
2003 after posting 78 tackles 2002 ... He 
also has 53 career tackles for loss (-212 
yards) and led the nation with 22 TFL in 
2003 ... DeHaven was the ACFC’s co- 
Defensive Player of the Year in 2003 while 
earning honorable mention All-America 
honors from the College Sports 
Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA). 


Dustin Johnson 
Quarterback 
(Delmar, MD/Delmar HS) 


A talented all-around athlete who returns 
for his third season as the starting signal- 
caller ... Led the nation in rushing yards 
among quarterbacks as a freshman in 
2002 while earning the ACFC’s Rookie of 
the Year award ... Also led the Sea Gulls in 
rushing last year with 667 yards, including 
a career-long 74-yard scamper against 
Catholic in the 2003 opener ... Earned sec- 
ond team allLACFC honors last year ... 
Begins the 2004 campaign with 1,870 
career rushing yards, 18 career rushing 
touchdowns and seven career 100-yard 
rushing games ... Serving his first season as 
a team captain. 


Team Captains 


Mike Myrtle 

Linebacker 

(Kensington, MD/Gonzaga HS) 
Myrtle, who has started all 30 games in his 
career, also returns for his second season 
as a team captain ... Myrtle, a senior, has 
been second on the team in tackles in 
each of his three seasons, finishing with 78 
stops in 2001, 77 tackles in 2002 and 59 
tackles in 2003 ... He also has 21 career 
tackles for loss (-69 yards) and eight career 
fumble recoveries ... As one of the anchors 
of the defense, he helped the Sea Gulls fin- 
ish fifth in the nation in total defense and 
seventh in rushing defense in 2003. 


Sean Sandora 

Defensive Back 

(Wilmington, DE/Brandywine HS) 
Sandora returns for his second season as a 
starter and a team captain ... As a three- 
year letterman, he is one of the most expe- 
rienced members of the secondary ... 
Sandora registered 29 tackles with one 
interception and two pass break ups in 
eight games last year ... His first quarter 
interception and 18-yard return helped key 
SU’s 37-6 win at William Paterson in week 
two of the 2003 season ... He is also one 
of the team’s top special teams performers 
and likely to play a pivotal role on the kick 
coverage teams again in 2004. 


Brendan Riley 

Offensive Line 

(College Park, MD/Pallotti HS) 
Riley returns for his third season as a 
starter in 2004 and will serve as the leader 
of the offensive line from his center 
position ... Last season, Riley and the rest 
of the line helped the Sea Gulls average 
207.9 yards per game rushing and 337.4 
yards per game in total offense ... SU also 
averaged 31.7 points per game in 2003 ... 
In 2002, Riley and company helped the 
SU offense finish fourth in the nation in 
rushing, averaging 313 yards per game ... 
Riley, one of five returning starters on the 
offensive line in 2004, is serving in his first 
season as a team Captain. 


The University 


Mission Statement 

Salisbury University’s mission is to cul- 
tivate and sustain a superior, student- 
centered learning community where 
students, faculty and staff are viewed 
as both teachers and learners, and 
where a commitment to excellence 
permeates all aspects of University 
life. We recruit exceptional and 
diverse faculty, staff, undergraduate 
and graduate students and support 
them as they work together to reach 
the University’s goals. Serving 
Maryland and the Mid-Atlantic region, 
we are concerned participants in 
responding to the educational, eco- 
nomic, cultural and social needs of 
our community and believe that serv- 
ice is a vital component of civic life. 
Our highest purpose is to empower 
our students with the knowledge, skills 
and core values that contribute to life- 
long learning and active citizenship in 
a democratic society and interdepend- 
ent world. 


Values 

The core values of Salisbury University 
are excellence, student-centeredness, 
learning, community, civic engage- 
ment and diversity. We believe these 
values must be lived and experienced 
as integral to everyday campus life so 
that students make the connection 
between what they learn and how 
they live. 


Excellence: Excellence, the standard 
against which all University activities 
and outcomes are measured, con- 
notes the perfection and the quality 
for which we strive and hold ourselves 
accountable. We accept the notion 
that the quality of a university 
depends on the heads and hearts of 
those in it. 


Student-Centeredness: Our students 
are the primary reason for our exis- 
tence. Our focus is on their academic 
and individual success and on their 
health and well-being. We are commit- 
ted to helping students learn to make 
reasoned decisions and to be account- 
able for the outcomes of the decisions 
they have made. 


Learning: We believe that 
learning is fundamental to 
living a life with purpose in 
an increasingly interrelated 
world and that our role is to 
teach students not what to 
think, but how to think. The 
University introduces stu- 
dents to a system of ideas 
about the nature of humani- 
ty, the universe, and the 
world created by art and 
thought. Through active 
learning, service learning, 
international experience and 
co-curricular activities, stu- 
dents connect research to 
practice, and theory to 
action. 


Community: Salisbury University 
takes pride in being a caring and civil 
place where individuals accept their 
obligations to the group, learn through 
their interactions and relationships 
with others, where governance is 
shared, and where the focus is on the 
common good. We honor the her- 
itage and traditions of the institution 
which serve as a foundation for future 
change. 


Civic Engagement: The University 
stands as a part of, rather than apart 
from, the local and regional communi- 
ty. Recognizing its history and tradi- 
tions, we seek to improve the quality 
of life for citizens in the region. We 
believe it is our responsibility to enrich 
cultural life, enhance the conduct of 
public affairs and contribute to the 
advancement of the region. We seek 
to instill in our students a lifelong com- 
mitment to civic engagement. 


Diversity: Salisbury University views 
itself as a just Community where there 
is respect for the value of global, soci- 
etal and individual differences and 
commitment to equal opportunity. 
Diversity is purposefully cultivated as 
a way to strengthen and enhance our 
University community. 


Team captains (left to right): Mike Myrtle, 


Brendan Riley, Brad DeHaven, Dustin Johnson, 
Sean Sandora 


No. Name 


Adam Dickerson 
Darrell Walker 
Marc Parreco 
Sean Sandora 
Mike Myrtle 
Nick Good-Malloy 
Brad DeHaven 
Mike Williams 
Jeff Manley 

Pat Barnes 

Billy Leinemann 
Cory Felder 

Pat Butt 

Greg Cannon 
Justyn Lankford 
Dustin Johnson 
Travis Peters 
Brandon Marshall 
Mark Higgins 
Francis Bryant 
Dax Ove 

Byron Westbrook 
Elliott Acolatse 
Terry Everett 
Sean Fuller 
Terrance Dorsey 
Martise Williams 
Michael Hatcher 
Chris Barr 
Thaddeus Hicks 
Jeremy Williams 
Leroy Satchell 
Sam Davies 
Devin Ferguson 
Ben Miller 
Antwoine Jackson 
Teddy Savage 
Anthony Johnson 
John Hunt 
Antoine Crawford 
Brendan Keena 
Chad Dunlap 
Lorence Ottley 
Marcel McCain 
Jacquis McCray 
Alex Ford 

Kenny Dunsmore 
James Jones 
Anton Washington 
D} Lathroum 
Ryan Stecher 
Sean Meeker 
Brian Fanshel 
David Bernard 
Charles Fleming 
Tim Metzger 
Brandon Fields 
Michael Hedlesky 
Matt Funk 
Shomari Cromwell 
Joe Galloway 
Kristos Miliotis 
Tariq Walker 

Matt Manning 
Sung Yang 


Fr* 


Fr* 


So 


Wet. 
170 
160 
185 
185 
240 
235 
215 
180 
185 
175 
215 
175 
175 
180 
170 
185 
190 
220 
205 
160 
180 
185 
170 
160 
150 
180 
190 
200 
160 
180 
230 
225 
205 
170 
180 
190 
175 
180 
215 
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190 
180 
220 
220 
190 
220 
205 
185 
220 
245 
205 
200 
195 
240 
195 
280 
255 
250 
225 
230 
235 
275 
275 
250 
245 


Hometown 


Baltimore, MD 
Vienna, VA 
Rockville, MD 
Wilmington, DE 
Kensington, MD 
Annapolis, MD 
Herndon, VA 
Towson, MD 

Flint, MI 
ljamsville, MD 
Ocean City, MD 
Columbia, MD 
Parkton, MD 
Centreville, VA 
Lusby, MD 
Delmar, MD 
LaPlata, MD 
Snow Hill, MD 
Berlin, MD 
Bryans Road, MD 
Pasadena, MD 
Fort Washington, MD 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
Bowie, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
Randallstown, MD 
Largo, MD 
Randallstown, MD 
Cape May, NJ 
Randallstown, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
Silver Spring, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
Bel Air, MD 
Waldorf, MD 
Owings Mills, MD 
Temple Hills, MD 
Largo, FL 
Frederick, MD 
Wilmington, DE 
Dale City, VA 
Kettering, MD 
Parkville, MD 
Silver Spring, MD 
Millersville, MD 
Marriottsville, MD 
Hyattsville, MD 
Bowie, MD 
Leonardtown, MD 
Eldersburg, MD 
Columbia, MD 
Bethesda, MD 
Dulles, VA 
Lanham, MD 
Oakridge, NJ 
Annandale, VA 
Woodbine, MD 
Pitman, Nj 
Monkton, MD 
Pasadena, MD 
Odenton, MD 
Pikesville, MD 
Silver Spring, MD 
Annapolis, MD 


2004 Sea Gull Roster 


High School 


Poly 

Madison 

St. Mary’s 
Brandywine 
Gonzaga 
Annapolis 
Herndon 
Towson 

Flint Southwestern 
Urbana 

Stephen Decatur 
Oakland Mills 
Hereford 
Centreville 
Patuxent 

Delmar 
McDonough 
Snow Hill 
Stephan Decatur 
Lackey 

Spalding 
DeMatha 

Largo 

Bowie 

City College 
Roosevelt 
Randallstown 
Bishop McNamera 
Western Tech 
Lackey (MD) 
Western Tech 
Waynesboro (PA) 
Paint Branch 
Dundalk 

C. Milton Wright 
Westlake 

Poly 

Bishop McNamera 
Admiral Farragut 
Walkersville 

A.l. Dupont 
Garfield 
Riverdale Baptist 
Parkville 
Kennedy 

Old Mill 

Glenelg 
Northwestern 
Bowie 
Leonardtown 
Liberty 

Oakland Mills 
Churchill 
Potomac Falls 
Duval 

Jefferson Twnshp 
Annandale 
Glenelg 

Pitman 

Hereford 
Cardinal Gibbons 
Arundel 
Randallstown 
Good Counsel 
Annapolis 


Name 


Paul Spinelli 
Brian Behe 

Joe Blaszkow 
Michael Kirk 
Lance Draheim 
Hunter Emory 
Denis Granado 
Jason Howard 
John Kerbaugh 
Steve Diaz 

Eric Wallace 
Jerrod Sample 
Brendan Riley 
Brett Wehnert 
Jermone Calloway 
Kelvin Ricks 
Mike Ellis 
Thomas Healand 
David Smith 
Joseph Early 
James Monk 
Chris Newton 
Lesley Wills 
John Smith 

Karl Acker 
Alfred Little 
Tom Miller 
Chad Coles 
Rick Nistler 
Zach Armiger 
Bryan Prichard 
Chris Novak 

Pat Dunn 

Brock Boland 
Brendan Kincaid 
Andrew Deming 
Chris Ricketts 


*Second-year freshmen 


Hometown 


Vineland, NJ 
Glenwood, MD 
Lorton, VA 
Hockessin, DE 
Hollywood, MD 
Lincoln, DE 
Silver Spring, MD 
Cecilton, MD 
Marlton, NJ 
Pasadena, MD 
Randallstown, MD 
Bishopville, MD 
College Park, MD 
Freeland, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
Laurel, MD 
Columbia, MD 
Frederick, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
New Market, MD 
Great Falls, VA 
Pasadena, MD 
Largo, MD 
Accokeek, MD 
Annapolis, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Westover, MD 
Hagerstown, MD 
Herndon, VA 
Parkton, MD 
Frederick, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
Silver Spring, MD 
Newfield, NJ 
Cambridge, MD 
Columbia, MD 
Rockville, MD 


High School 


Vineland 
Gelnelg 
Bishop Ireton 
Tatnall School 
Leonardtown 
Milford 
John F. Kennedy 
Bohemia Manor 
Cherokee 
Spalding 
Western Tech 
Stephan Decatur 
Pallotti 
Hereford 
Woodlawn 
Pallotti 
Oakland Mills 
Frederick 
Dundalk 
Linganore 
Langley 
Glen Burnie 
Riverdale Baptist 
Gwynn Park 
Annapolis 
James M. Bennett 
Washington 
North Hagerstown 
Oakton 
Hereford 
Thomas Johnson 
Curley 
St. John’s 
Delsea Regional 
Cambridge-SD 
Oakland Mills 
Rockville 
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Finest Steaks, Prime Rib 
& Crabcakes 


SP ee 


Kelvin Ricks 


Travis Peters 


Corner of Snow Hill Road & College Avenue 


Jerrod Sample 


Visit Denver Doc 


David Smith 


John Smith Paul Spinelli 


Ryan Stecher Darrell Walker 
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Anton Washington Brett Wehnert 


HE FIELD OF PLAY. 
AT HEALTHSOUTH, WE’VE BUILT OUR REPUTATION AS THE LEADER IN SPORTS MEDICINE BY RETURNING ATHLETES TO T 


Our nationwide network of doctors and physical therapists formulate individualized treatment plans designed to 


produce the best possible outcomes. And at HEALTHSOUTH, we don’t just treat athletes, we treat you. 


Byron Westbrook thceare services, 


As the largest provider of diagnostic imaging, outpatient surgery and rehabilitative heal 
we know what it takes to return you to the starting lineup. 


HEALTHSOUTH. 


Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Center 


Team managers (I-r) Courtney Brewington, 


isti 33 Beaver Run ¢ Salisbury, MD 21804 
Shevon Turner, Kristi France 320 y; 


410-860-6600¢ Fax: 410-860-6610 


A % 


om . > aoe, Ithsouth.com o 
Mike Williams Lesley Wills Sung Yang — oie tl 
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& CLEARCHANNEL 


Specializing in: 


Billboards 


Transit advertising 


Truck lettering and Banners 


For more info: call 410-543-2100 
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Are Ready 
ial For Another 
Bees Championship Run 
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Season Previews 


Suilvester 


Croom 
Takes Huge Step 
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CONTENTS 


FEATURES DIVISION Ill PREVIEW: 


UNCAGED 'CATS 
COACH’S VIEWPOINT: With a blazing offense that includes Utah 
BREAKING BARRIERS transfer and expected leader Brett Elliott, the 
Mississippi State’s historic hiring of Sylvester Linfield Wildcats are ready to roar. 
Croom as head coach is not only turning heads, but By Brett Mauser 
turning the football program in the right direction 


By Todd Kelly DIVISION I-A PREVIEW: 


ROUNDING OUT THE TOP 10 
USC will have a number of 
teams chasing them in the hunt 
for championship glory, including 

a few perennial contenders 
as well as some looking 
to begin a new era 
of dominance. 


By Ryan Mattos 
DIVISION Il PREVIEW: ,' 
WHATEVER IT TAKES 

Whether it’s through the offense or ~S 
defense, Grand Valley State has found a 
- way to win the past two national championships. 


By Damian Vega 


DIVISION I-AA PREVIEW: 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


Northern Arizona's Jason Murrietta is proving 
to be the big gun in the Big Sky. 
By Kevin Newell 


SIMPLY THE BEST 


Combine last season's co-national 
championship with the return and arrival 


of top-flight talent, and it’s easy to see why ~ 
TDI has touted the USC Trojans as its 
preseason No. | team. By Ed Graney 


DEPARTMENTS 
The Specialists: /ron Man 


USC head coach Pete Carroll 
KEEP AN EYE ON... 


Game: Florida State at Miami; September 6 at Orange Bowl Stadium 

Last Meeting: Miami 22, Florida State 14 (10/11/03 at Florida State] 
Breakdown: This intrastate rivalry has always captured the country’s attention. 
However, it now takes on a whole new meaning with Miami joining the Florida 
State in the Atlantic Coast Conference. Both the Hurricanes and the Seminoles 
possess talented senior quarterbacks in Brock Berlin and Chris Rix, respectively. 
However, the match-up to watch is how effective Miami star cornerback Antrel 
Rolle is at containing Florida State wide receiver Craphonso Thorpe. This 
showdown between the two favorites in the ACC will give an early indication of 
how the conference race should shape up. 


Game: Maryland at West Virginia; September 18 at Mountaineer Field 

Last Meeting: Maryland 34, West Virginia 7 (9/20/03 at Maryland) 

Breakdown: Two of the game's quickest playmakers will be on opposite sides 
of the field, as West Virginia quarterback Rasheed Marshall and Maryland wide 
receiver/returner Steve Suter will give the defenses fits all day long. Suter, 
who runs a 4.35 in the 40-yard dash, headed into the season with six career 
punt returns for touchdowns, one short of an NCAA record. Marshall is only 
0.01 seconds off Suter’s pace and uses his speed to create more opportunities 
for his offense, especially when getting the football downfield to wide receiver 
Chris Henry, who averaged an amazing 24.5 yards per catch in 2003. 


Game: Wofford at Georgia Southern; September 18 at Allen E. Paulson Stadium 
Last Meeting: Wofford 20, Georgia Southern 14 (9/20/03 at Wofford) 
Breakdown: The Wofford Terriers have ruled the Southern Conference for the 
past two seasons, posting a combined 21-5 overall record (14-2 SoCon mark). 
Well, the Georgia Southern Eagles are ready to soar now behind the running 
prowess of running back Jermaine Austin, the 2003 SoCon Offensive Player of 
the Year, who gained 1,461 as a sophomore. Wofford is more than capable of 
countering, with running back Kevious Johnson, last season's Freshman of the 
Year in the conference, pacing the Terriers’ potent option offense. 
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CLASSICS WITH ATWIST. 


COACH'S VIEWPOINT 


BRERKING BRRRIERS 


Mississippi State’s historic hiring of Sylvester Croom as head coach is not only turning 
heads, but turning the football program in the right direction BY TODD KELLY 


Name: Sylvester Croom 

Born: Sept. 25, 1954 

High School: Tuscaloosa [Ala.] HS 
College: Alabama ‘75 


Master's Degree: Alabama '77 


Wife: Jeri 


Child: Jennifer 

Coaching Career: 

¢ Outside Linebackers, Alabama, 1977-81 
¢ Inside Linebackers, Alabarna, 1982-83 
¢ Outside Linebackers, Alabama, 1984-86 


¢ Running Backs, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 


1987-90 


e Running Backs, Indianapolis Colts, 1991 
e Running Backs, San Diego Chargers, 1992-96 


e Offensive Coordinator, Detroit Lions, 
1997-2000 


¢ Running Backs, Green Bay Packers, 2001-03 


¢ Head Coach, Mississippi State, 2004-present 


Career Head Coaching Record: First Season 


THE CROOM FILE 


ylvester Croom and Mississippi State carved a place in college football 
history last December when the school hired him as the first African- 
American head football coach in Southeastern Conference annals. 

An All-America center in 1974 under Paul “Bear” Bryant at Alabama 
and later a Crimson Tide assistant coach, Croom spent the past 17 
seasons as an assistant in the NFL. His professional experience included 
a trip to Super Bowl XXIX with the San Diego Chargers in ‘95, a stint as 
Detroit Lions offensive coordinator from 1997-2000 and running backs coach 
for the Green Bay Packers the past three seasons. 

Croom, who turns 50 on Sept. 25, was a finalist for the head coaching 
position at Alabama in the spring of 2003. He inherits a Bulldog program 
that finished last in the SEC West in each of the past three seasons under 
former coach Jackie Sherrill. 

The native of Tuscaloosa, Ala., spoke with Touchdown Illustrated about 
his time at Alabama and in the NFL, the significance of his hiring and how 
he can help Mississippi State get back to its winning ways. 


TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED: What stands out most, 30 years later, 
about your playing days at Alabama? 

SYLVESTER CROOM: That 1973 season is still probably the most 
enjoyable one I've had in football. It had probably the highest and 
lowest points of my playing career. That was my first year at center and 
| lost my starting job after | played 

poorly in the first game at Kentucky. 
| was able to bounce back and regain 
the starting job when we went down 
to Florida [four weeks later]. 

The bond we had on that team, the 
closeness we had, the confidence in 
each other, the confidence we had in 
our coaching staff—t was just special. 
We lost one of the greatest games of 
college football to Notre Dame in 
the Sugar Bowl. In my mind, I'm still 
waiting to go back on that field one 
more time with that ball and drive it 
down the field and win the ballgame. 


TDI: Talk about your reflections as 
an assistant coach in the NFL and 
specifically the past three years in 
Green Bay? 

SC: Those were my best three 
years in the pros, without question. | 
had five good years out in San Diego. 
That was a lot of fun, but the Packers 
organization, the town, the fans, 
Lambeau Field, the Ice Bowl, the 
tradition—all of that is special. It's alive. 
You can feel it when you're there. 
It's unlike anywhere else in pro football, 
probably all of football. The former 
players are still heroes in the town. 


‘TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


They are still 

a very active 

part of what's 
happening in 
Green Bay right now. 


TDI: What about the 
significance of your hiring 
as the first black head football 
coach in the SEC? 

SC: Minority coaches feel 
that one of the few remaining bar- 
riers is down now. The thing | have 
found that's been very positive to me 
is the reception from Mississippi 
State alumni and fans. They’re 
happy that myself, and the staff, 
chose to come to Mississippi 
State. That means more to me 
than anything else. 


TDI: Is there any lingering 
disappointment over not getting 
the job at Alabama? 

SC: There are no hard 
feelings about it. The thing | 
try to explain to people is 
that | believe there are no 
coincidences in life. | really 
believe that if that job was 
meant for me—regardless of 
the circumstances or how much 
| wanted it at that time or thought 
| should have gotten it— have total 
confidence that I'm where | should 
be right now. I’m at peace with that. 
I'm happy about that. I’m excited 
about the challenge we have at 
State and I’m committed to trying to 
achieve our goals here. 


TDI: How would you summarize 
your coaching philosophy? 

SC: It's one | learned in college from 
Coach Bryant and on through [the 
NFL] from guys like Bobby Ross. We 
don't beat ourselves. We out-hit the 
opposition. We're in the best shape 

CONTINUED 
Sylvester Croom was already familiar 
with the SEC from his days as an All- 
America center under Paul “Bear” 
Bryant at his alma mater, Alabama. 
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OUR STAND 


GOOD DEFENSE 


WINS CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
(IT’S ALSO GOOD POLICY ON THE ROAD.) 


@)Allstate. 


Proud Sponsor of the Bowl Championship Series 


BRERKING BRRRIERS conten 


WHO TO WATCH? 
QB Omarr Connor 


Omarr Conner is one of 
the most celebrated high 
school quarterbacks to 
emerge from Mississippi in 
recent years 

Although Conner spent 
last season as a backup 
wide receiver, first-year 
Mississippi State head 


coach Sylvester Croom saw 


enough during spring 


practice to validate the buzz 


he d heard during his first 
few months on the job 
Junior Kyle York—who was 
limited during spring 
because of offseason 
shoulder surgery—and 
sophomore Aries Nelson 
could be in the mix this fall, 
but its Conner who's slated 
to start fall practice atop 
the depth chart. 

The thing | like about 
Omarr, first of all, is his 
competitive spirit, Croom 
said. | thought he showed 
some mental toughness 
because there was a point 
during spring when he was 
not doing well at all. He 
had a horrendous practice 
one day. He came back the 
next day and had his best 
practice. That, more than 
anything else, gave me 
encouragement 

The thing I'm pleased 
with is that if you tell him 
what to do, he |i go work on 
his own, Omarr has the ath 
leticism and the instincts 
If we can get a little more 
discipline in certain things 
without restricting his 
ability to create, he can be a 
positive player for us.” —TK 
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Croom, who has assisted at Alabama and in the NFL, looks forward to guiding the Mississippi State program back in the right 
direction and is confident in his and his staff's plan in meeting that challenge. 


possible. We finish everything we do. We never quit. It's 
just that simple. 


TDI: You're taking over a program that's just 8-27 over 
the past three seasons. What about the challenge of this 
rebuilding job? 

SC: The first thing we've got to do is forget about the 
8-27, get our attitudes right and decide that what we do now 
and in the days ahead is going to determine what's going to 
happen to us in the future. What's happened in the past has 
no bearing on how many games we're going to win now. It's 
our choice. We have to make a conscious decision. 

We've got a plan in place. Our coaches, our players and 
everybody who is associated with the program has got to 
decide that we're going to do the things it takes to make 
the plan work. If we do that, in time we'll win. 


TDI: What's your perception of the Egg Bow! rivalry 
between Mississippi State and Ole Miss? 

SC: It’s one of the great rivalries in college football. I’ve 
been involved in one with Auburn and Alabama. I've been 
involved in some at the pro level with the Chargers and the 
Chiefs, the Chargers and the Raiders, the Packers and the 
Bears. Those games are highlighted on everybody's 
schedule. That's what makes football special. 

There are games you absolutely must win in order to 
have any piece of mind. The Ole Miss game is one of 
them. I'm sure it’s that way for them [too]. If you don’t win 
it, no matter what else you do, it’s going to leave a bad taste 
in your mouth for 365 days. 


TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


TDI: Considering your December arrival, playoff 
coaching obligations with the Packers, Mississippi State's 
recent struggles and the black cloud of an NCAA investigation 
of the school’s football program, how did recruiting go 
last winter? 

SC: As you mentioned, it was less than ideal 
circumstances. But under the circumstances, | thought 
we did a good job. We got character people, players who 
will be able to stay in the program, hopefully for the entire 
four or five years, and hopefully, at some point, develop into 
good football players. 

What we were really trying to establish as much as 
anything else is a class that will build a solid foundation for 
the future. | think we did that. 


TDI: Can you elaborate on the reaction you ve received 
from Mississippi State fans as well as people in the state 
who aren't affiliated with the school? 

SC: It’s truly hard to describe because | really didn’t know 
what to expect. Coming into a situation as a new coach is 
one thing. Being the first African-American head coach in 
the SEC is another. Being a first-time head coach is [yet] 
another deal. It has been an unbelievably warm reception. 

| do know this: The Mississippi State people are, without 
question, totally behind the program. We haven't played a 


game yet, but they're real supportive of what we’re trying 
to do as a coaching staff. = 


Todd Kelly covers Mississippi State football for the Clarion- 
Ledger in Jackson, Miss. 
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Matthews [1,266 yards, 10 TDs) 
and WR Dan Castles (71 rec., 
1,067 yards, 13 TDs). 


8. Massachusetts [10-3] 

The Minutemen are a young 
squad but possess a menacing 
defense and a hungry first-year 
head coach in Don Brown. 


9. Northern lowa {10-3} 
Fourth-year starting quarterback 
Tom Petrie is the pulse of the 
Panther offensive attack. 


10. Northern Arizona (9-4) 
Despite an inexperienced 
offense, QB Jason Murrietta 
will keep the Lumberjacks 

in contention. —KN 


ROUS 


in the Big Sky BY KEVIN NEWELL 


which was ranke 
21-of-35 for 292 yards and two touchdowns. 

“Ever since then I've had the confidence to know that 
if | could compete with a Pac-10 school, and put up big numbers 
against them, then | could go to the Big Sky and do the same 
thing,” Murrietta said. 

Ironically, Murrietta didn’t play quarterback until his 
sophomore year at lronwood High School, when he started 
for the varsity team. During his freshman year, he played 
fullback, tight end and defensive end. 

Before his senior season, he attended football camps 
at Washington, Arizona State, Arizona and Northwestern. 
He also learned by watching a lot football and trying to 
ascertain how the position of quarterback was played and 
what he needed to do in order to be successful. 


TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


»man in 2003, Jason Murrietta earned Big Sky Conference Offensive Player of the 
ors and finished seventh in the Walter Payton Award voting. 


A cerebral quarterback with a big arm, Murrietta 
patterns his game after his idol, John Elway. Like the former 
Denver Broncos signal-caller, he is constantly striving for 
perfection. That's his goal for 2004. 

- “| need to improve my athleticism—to get a little more 
mobile and make some things happen outside the pocket,” 
said Murrietta, who stands 6-2, 205 pounds. “| did that 
very well last year, but | want to start running the ball 
more. My best asset is probably anticipation. | have a good 
feel for where everyone is and where they are going to be. 
| have a good understanding of the game.” 

A quarterback is only as good as his supporting cast. That 
said, Murrietta faces a daunting task this season, as he is only 
one of three returning offensive starters, joining senior 
running back Roger Robinson and sophomore right tackle Jake 
Sanders. NAU returns seven starters on defense. 

So Murrietta will have to adjust to life without his two 
primary receiving targets from a season ago: Clarence 
Moore, who was drafted in the sixth round by the Baltimore 
Ravens, and Johnny Marshall. 

Nonetheless, as long as Murrietta is behind center, 
the Lumberjacks’ offense will be in good hands. @ 


Kevin Newell is the senior editor for Scholastic Coach & 
Athletic Director magazine in New York City. 
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ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


Northern Arizona’s Jason Murrietta is proving to be the big gun in the Big Sky BY KEVIN NEWELL 


THE TOP 10 


(last season’s record 
in parentheses) 


1. Southern Illinois 
(10-2 last season] 
All-America safety Alexis 
Moreland headlines 10 
returning starters on the 
Saluki defense. 


2. Wofford (12-2]} 
The Terriers return 17 starters, 
including super sophomore RB 
Kevious Johnson. 


a of> 


Wofford running back 
Kevious Johnson 


3. Georgia Southern (7-4} 

Head coach Mike Sewak’s 

Eagles’ will soar, ironically 
on the ground, once again 

this season. 


4. Delaware (15-1] 

You can’t discount K.C. Keeler’s 
defending champs, especially 
after outscoring their four 
playoff opponents 149-23 en 
route to the national title. 


5. Colgate (15-1} 

The Raiders return 12 starters 
from their national runner-up 
squad, including Walter Payton 
Award winning RB Jamaal Branch. 


6. Montana [9-4] 

WR/KR Levander Segars and 
TE Willie Warden are head 
coach Bobby Hauck’s top 
weapons on a talented squad. 


7. Pennsytvania (10-0) 

The Quakers are the class of 
the Ivy League, led by RB Sam 
Matthews (1,266 yards, 10 TDs) 
and WR Dan Castles [71 rec., 
1,067 yards, 13 TDs). 


8. Massachusetts {10-3} 

The Minutemen are a young 
squad but possess a menacing 
defense and a hungry first-year 
head coach in Don Brown. 


9. Northern lowa {10-3} 
Fourth-year starting quarterback 
Tom Petrie is the pulse of the 
Panther offensive attack. 


10. Northern Arizona [9-4] 
Despite an inexperienced 
offense, QB Jason Murrietta 
will keep the Lumberjacks 

in contention. —KN 


ason Murrietta’s life changed on Aug. 30, 

2003. The true freshman quarterback entered 

Northern Arizona's season-opener against 
St. Mary's (Calif.) for ineffective senior starter Guy 
Tomcheck at 10:38 of the second quarter. 

Murrietta proceeded to lead NAU on a 
12-play, 73-yard scoring drive on the Lumberjacks’ 
second possession. His presence resulted in 44 
unanswered points, as NAU scored a 44-3 rout. 
Murrietta finished 16-for-21 for 287 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

A star was born. 

Murrietta went on to lead NAU to a 9-4 record, 
highlighted by a Big Sky Conference championship 
and an upset of No. 1 seed McNeese State in the 
first round of the Division I-AA playoffs. 

For the season, Murrietta completed 243-of-412 
passes for 3,472 yards and 29 touchdowns, 
breaking I-AA and school records for touchdown 
passes by a freshman (NCAA: 25 by Marcus 
Brady, Cal State-Northridge, 1998; NAU: 24 by 
John Bond, 1990). The native of Glendale, Ariz., 
also set school records for passing yards and 
total offense (3,460 yards). 

Due to his scintillating frosh campaign, 


Murrietta was named Big Sky Conference Asa freshman in 2003, Jason Murrietta earned Big Sky Conference 


Rey Won Ale 
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Offensive Player of the Year, and he finished Year honors and finished seventh in the Walter Payton Award voting. 


seventh in the Walter Payton Award voting, 
given to the season's top Division I-AA player. 

“All | was hoping for was to put the team in a position 
to win,” said Murrietta, following spring practice. “I wasn't 
expecting to throw all those touchdowns and everything else. 
It was just a matter of contributing to a senior dominated team. 

“| exceeded my expectations last year. But, | always strive 
to do better than the year before. That's just my mental outlook 
on how to play the game and succeed.” 

Murrietta said he reached his comfort level in the 
second game of the season—his first start—at Arizona State, 
which was ranked 16th in the nation at the time. He finished 
21-of-35 for 292 yards and two touchdowns. 

“Ever since then I've had the confidence to know that 
if | could compete with a Pac-10 school, and put up big numbers 
against them, then | could go to the Big Sky and do the same 
thing,” Murrietta said. 

lronically, Murrietta didn’t play quarterback until his 
sophomore year at Ironwood High School, when he started 
for the varsity team. During his freshman year, he played 
fullback, tight end and defensive end. 

Before his senior season, he attended football camps 
at Washington, Arizona State, Arizona and Northwestern. 
He also learned by watching a lot football and trying to 
ascertain how the position of quarterback was played and 
what he needed to do in order to be successful. 


TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


A cerebral quarterback with a big arm, Murrietta 
patterns his game after his idol, John Elway. Like the former 
Denver Broncos signal-caller, he is constantly striving for 
perfection. That's his goal for 2004. 

“| need to improve my athleticism—to get a little more 
mobile and make some things happen outside the pocket,” 
said Murrietta, who stands 6-2, 205 pounds. “I! did that 
very well last year, but | want to start running the ball 
more. My best asset is probably anticipation. | have a good 
feel for where everyone is and where they are going to be. 
| have a good understanding of the game.” 

A quarterback is only as good as his supporting cast. That 
said, Murrietta faces a daunting task this season, as he Is only 
one of three returning offensive starters, joining senior 
running back Roger Robinson and sophomore right tackle Jake 
Sanders. NAU returns seven starters on defense. 

So Murrietta will have to adjust to life without his two 
primary receiving targets from a season ago: Clarence 
Moore, who was drafted in the sixth round by the Baltimore 
Ravens, and Johnny Marshall. 

Nonetheless, as long as Murrietta is behind center, 
the Lumberjacks’ offense will be in good hands. = 


Kevin Newell is the senior editor for Scholastic Coach & 
Athletic Director magazine in New York City. 
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COMBINE LAST SEASON’S 
CO-NATIONAL 
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FLIGHT TALENT, AND 
IT’S EASY TO SEE WHY 
TDI HAS TOUTED THE 
USC TROJANS AS ITS 
PRESEASON NO. 1 TEAM 
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BY ED GRANEY 


all it Scary Movie IV. USC head coach Pete Carroll has this goal. 

His intention is to one day field a two-deep made up of strictly 

high school All-Americans, perhaps an outrageous objective in 
a time when recruits are concerned first, last and foremost about immediate 
playing time. 

But how, mind you, can one question USC's football future? 

“We feel like we're just getting started here,” said Carroll. “It's still 
the early part of building for us. We still have a lot to get done and a lot 
of players to do it with.” 

Last January, the Trojans again stood atop the college football 
world, and there wasn't a Bowl Championship Series computer in sight 
fast enough to rival their entertaining and suffocating skill. 

Sure, USC split the national championship with LSU, but only 
because coaches are contractually obligated to vote for the BCS 
winner as champion. 

“| think it’s safe to say,” said Carroll, “that we did all we needed to do.” 

Carroll’s team—which won the program's ninth national title and first 
in a quarter-century—entered the bowl season ranked No. 1 in both Top 
25 polls, and its 28-14 handling of Michigan in the Rose Bowl did little 


to discourage such a vigorous endorsement. 
CONTINUED 


SAINT PETE 
In less than four years, head coach Pete Carroll has turned 


USC, once again, into a perennial national power 


This is the way USC athletic director Mike Garrett says things went down 
in tate December 2000: In searching for a new football coach to replace 
Paul Hackett, Garrett first showed interest in Mike Riley before (under 
growing pessimism from fans that he could make the right call) offer ing 
the position to Dennis Erickson. And when the latter turned him down 
Garrett insists, it was a happy Gay 

Reason: He could then go after Pete Carroll 

Fired a vear earlier by the New England Patriots, Carroll accepted the 
job and began rebuilding USC's once-proud tradition His roots were 
sunny California. His daughter attended the university 

A perfect fit ? 

Three years later, USC shared the national championship 

Coach Carroll brought the glory bac K to this program, said junior 
quarterback Matt Leinart. ! would have never expected la national 
championship! to happen so quickly. But we were the best team in the 
nation [last season] and it all starts with Coach Carroll 

Garrett speaks often about how Carroll restored the magic at USC, 
specifically, in recruiting The Trojans immediately went after the nations 
best players and, just as quickly, began signing them 

A popular reason why is Carrolls demeanor of a coach who will often 
play quarterback on the scout team and return punts during practice 
Players usually refer to him as a friend and father, the type of closeness 
that has rubbed off on prep stars seeking a stable collegiate fit 

How do you really know how critical Carroll, 53, has been to the rebirth 
of USC football? The Trojans no longer rebuild 


They reload —EG 


TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 
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But that’s the thing about reaching the pinnacle 
of one’s sport. It’s often tougher to stay there. Few 
national champions of recent memory, however, have 
followed a dream season owning as much ability 
as USC will this fall. The Trojans enter their 2004 
schedule having won 21 of their past 22 games and 
are 10-0 in November under Carroll. They are No. 
1 until proven otherwise, and it might take a colossal 
effort from someone to do so. 

Speed can make such a devastating difference, 
and it is the reason Carroll needed just three 
seasons to restore USC's program to this level of 
prominence and dominance. It also helped make 
a first-year starter in sopho- 


WHAT A CATCH! 
The Trojans will be looking 


for some first-year 
receivers, headed by 
freshman Fred Davis, to 
step up and perform big 
this season 


USC's football program entered the summer with this 


message for former wide receiver Mike Williams: 
We're here to help. 

It might not be that easy. 

The player who was so spectacular during last 
year’s national championship run before leaving 
after his sophomore season was, following a series 
of legal tactics, ruled ineligible by the U.S. Supreme 
Court for the NFL Draft. 

So as Williams awaited his fate (after hiring an 
agent and forsaking classes) the Trojans moved 
forward, publicly stating they will do whatever is 
necessary to get Williams back in school should the 
NCAA rule favorably on an appeal. Think in terms of 
a gigantic long shot. 

Several names will compete to replace many of 
the numbers compiled by Williams and Keary 
Colbert over the past few seasons, none more 
promising than freshman Fred Davis. 

The 6-4, 215-pounder from Ohio enrolled at USC 


in January so he could participate in spring drills. As 


a senior at Rogers High in Toledo, Davis accounted 
for more than 500 yards receiving, 600 yards 
rushing, 100-plus tackles, four interceptions and 12 
touchdowns while playing receiver, tailback, 
quarterback and safety. 

“It will be fun to see who steps up at receiver and 
[Davis] is obviously one of those guys who can,” said 
head coach Pete Carroll. “We lost two of the 
greatest receivers in school history in [Williams and 
Colbert]. It will be a challenge to replace them. But 
it will be fun to watch the young guys.” —EG 


SIMPLY THE BEST conten 


more quarterback Matt Leinart the Rose Bowl MVP. 

Carson Palmer might have won the Heisman 
Trophy directing Norm Chow's offensive scheme, 
but it was the left-hander Leinart who used it to 
deliver USC its championship. He returns having 
thrown for 3,556 yards with 38 touchdowns and just 
nine interceptions last year, compiling a school 
record for pass efficiency rating (164.5). 

Said Leinart, himself now a leading Heisman 
candidate, “Coach Chow is the greatest offensive 
coordinator in the history of college football.” 
Added Carroll, “[Leinart] far exceeded our hopes 
by assuming control of the position immediately 
and playing like a veteran. He's a 
smart quarterback.” 

It also helps when the plays you 
call are being executed by superior 
athletes, a major reason USC has 
authored games of 11 straight 
30-point outings and seven 
consecutive of 40 or more during 
Carroll's tenure. 

Atrio of running backs— 
junior Hershel Dennis and 
sophomores LenDale White 
and Reggie Bush—combined 
for 1,906 yards and 20 
scores last season. Each 
rushed for at least 500 
yards during the 
championship run. 
And get this: 
There was no 
dissension about 
sharing carries. 
Not yet, anyway. 

“Maybe as the years roll on, there will 

be more heard about, ‘Hey, | want my 
carries,” said Chow, who spent time in the 
offseason with the St. Louis Rams’ a 
coaching staff seeking ways to use a 
multitalented player like Bush more 
in the mold of Marshall Faulk. “We 
want to try and use two [tailbacks] 
more at the same time this season. 
But what is always conscious is our 
effort to make sure we have the best 
11 guys on the field.” 

In that respect, questions will 


Also a member of the USC track 
team, sophomore Reggie Bush's 
quickness helped him set the 
school’s freshman all-purpose 
yards record (1,331). 


arise early about wide receiver and the offensive line. 
First, those who catch the ball: The saga of Mike 
Williams (departs school two years early to turn 
pro, draft eligibility denied by the U.S. Supreme Court, 
still awaiting his fate in late May) and the depar- 
ture of four-year starter Keary Colbert (USC's 
career leader in receptions with 207) makes for 
instant competition at such a 
significant position. 
The starters out 
of spring drills 
were’ sopho- 
mores Steve 
Smith at flanker 
CONTINUED 
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and Whitney Lewis at split end, but three of the 
nation’s top wideout recruits (including a spectacular 
prospect in Fred Davis from Ohio) suggest the Trojans 


A DYNAMIC DUO 

Seniors Shaun Cody and 
Mike Patterson are a 
menacing force on possibly 
college football's most 
dominant defensive line 


n each end position, but the 
torment opposing offensive 


n of Shaun Cody and 


sive linemen duo in 
Gg nead ich Pete Carroll 
ly hard to block and are relentless 
the game. And they both do 
K of them.” 
1a national-best 55 sacks last year, 
high nine against Michigan in the 
nis, against a Wolverines team that 
t 13 in its previous 12 games. 
sure Should remain constant 
dy is a 6-4, 285-pound senior 
out of Los Altos (Calif.] High 
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hardly lack ability. Experience maybe, 
but not skill. 

And now, for those who block: 
Chow is most con- 
cerned about the 
players who will 
be entrusted with 
opening holes, 
affording Leinart 
time to throw, 
and protecting his 
blindside. 

With the 
Suspension of 
right tackle and 
All-American 
candidate Winston 
Justice, USC 
ended spring drills with just two 
linemen (sophomore Fred Matua 
and senior John Drake) who ever 
started a game. Gone are 10 years 
of starting experience, including 
three from All-American tackle 
Jacob Rogers. 

“There is huge turnover there,” 
said Chow. “Everyone thinks the 
new guys Can just step in and we won't miss 
anything. It doesn’t happen that way in college 
football. We have to temper our excitement 
until we make sure that offensive line is in 
place and can perform.” 

There is little question the offense will be 
afforded much opportunity to mature under fire, 
given how USC's defense might again dominate. 
Six starters return on that side, including 

All-America candidates in linemen Shaun Cody 
and Mike Patterson. 

A unit that led the nation in rushing 
defense (60.2 average against) and 
ranked second in turnover margin (+1.54 per 
game) also has experienced players in 
linebackers Matt Grootegoed and Lofa 

\, Jatupu as well as safeties Darnell Bing and 
) Jason Leach. 
“We'll always attempt to play defense 
| fast and aggressively,” said Carroll, who also 
* serves as coordinator on that side. “We'll 
m, always look to take away the football.” 
)) There is talent everywhere, on and off 
j the field. The punter (junior All-American 
Tom Malone) averaged 49 yards per attempt 
last season. The placekicker (Ryan Killeen) 
connected on 19-of-25 field goal attempts. 
eA Eight assistant coaches have been at 
USC for at least three years, including the 
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Shaun Cody 
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Junior linebacker Lofa Tatupu, shown here returning an 
interception 26 yards against Michigan in the Rose Bowl, led 
the Trojans in tackles last season. 


offensive guru Chow and six-year defensive 
line coach/recruiting coordinator Ed Orgeron. 

Scary Movie IV? 

Well, Carroll tells the story each year now, its 
legend becoming every bit a part of the tradition 
that defines USC football: It was shortly after he 
accepted the coaching position in 2000 that he 
gathered the team late one evening at the Los 
Angeles Coliseum. 

On one side stood 11 offensive players; on the 
other were 11 from the defense. It began as a 
tug-of-war between 22 bodies. 

“But the defense cheated and other guys 
jumped in, and then the offensive guys all followed,” 
said Carroll. “The best part was, nobody won. 
Afterward, we lined up at midfield with our backs 
to each other as tight as we could. 

“We just talked about togetherness, about 
starting something special as one. That night 
was about making a commitment to this program, 
to understand that each individual had to make 
the same commitment if we were going to go 
someplace. They knew at that moment something 
special had begun. 

“| would say things have worked out pretty well.” 

Would say so. @ 


Ed Graney is a writer for the San Diego Union-Tribune 
and a regular contributor to Touchdown Illustrated. 
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UNDER $10 = $5.00 
$10.00 - $29.99 = $7.00 
$30.00 - $74.99 = $9.00 
$75.00 - $99.99 = $12.00 

$100.00 - $149.99 = $15.00 

$150.00 &up = CALL 


MAIL TO 


PSP Fulfillment 
c/o US Brands 
23600 Mercantile Road 


Suite H 
Cleveland, OH 44122 


OR CALL 
1-800-769-8843 
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DIVISION Il PREVIEW 


(last season's record 
in parentheses) 


The two-time defending 
champions return a host of 
talent on both sides of the 
ball, including quarterback 
Cullen Finnerty 


Anthony Boyd [101 tackles] 
and RB Jarrod Manoy (1,250 
yards, 15 TDs} make the 
Broncos balanced on both 
sides of the ball 


Central Oklahoma running 
back Jarrod Manoy 


QB John Bowenkamp to WR 
William Stattelman will take 
the Fighting Sioux very far 


QB Barrett Wilkes (3,269 yards, 


26 TDs} is one of the most 

exciting players in the nation, 
but will be pushed by Florida 
State transfer Fabian Walker 


A traditionally strong defense 
surrendered a mere 199 points 
a season ago. Signal-caller 
Luke Samples (2,785 yards, 21 
TDs} leads the Indians’ offense 


The offense is stacked. QB Dan 
Taylor (23 TDs) is a stud, while 
RB Larry Williams (1,570 
yards, 17 TDs] is one of the 


best around 


This is a very balanced squad 
Several players return on both 
sides of the ball 


The South Atlantic Conference 
champs bring back J.J 
Chatmon (933 yards} and QB 
Shane Kelley, who had 11 
touchdowns on the ground and 
12 through the air 


Experience on both sides of 
the ball and a tough 
conference schedule prepares 
SVSU for the postseason 


A talented, deep roster should 
help the Gorillas advance deep 
into the postseason —DV 


Whether it's through the offense or defense, Grand Valley State has found a 


way to win the past two national championships 


ould it be a stretch to assume Grand 

Valley State cherry picks all the talent tossed 

back by Division | powers Michigan and 
Michigan State? 

No. After all, if a highly touted prospect from 
Michigan is bypassed by the Wolverines or Spartans, 
what better option is there than the defending two-time 
Division II national champions from Allendale, Mich.? 

Apparently there are other options and, oddly 
enough, first-year GVSU head coach Chuck Martin 
couldn't be happier. 

“We don't beat Division | schools for 
kids,” Martin said. “Division | is all 
based on size, and if you're big enough, 
you Il go play Division | somewhere. 

“We basically have Division | players 
in Division VI bodies, but we're happy 
most of them are perceived as too small 
or short because we're more than happy 
to take them.” 

That's because they produce unlike 
any other D-II team in the country. 

The Lakers, who have won two 
consecutive national crowns and 
appeared in the past three title games, 
enter the 2004 campaign winners of 47 
of their previous 49 games. On the field, 
the Lakers will look different with the departure of several 
Starters. But it's on the sidelines the most notable change 
can be seen. 

After spending the past five seasons among the defensive 
staff—including defensive coordinator last year—Martin 
takes over the reins for Brian Kelly, who decided to 
make the jump to the Division | level when he accepted 
the head coaching position at Central Michigan after going 
118-35-2 at GVSU. 

“I've been saying for years that working here is one of 
the best jobs in the country,” Martin said. “This is a special 
place and I’m ecstatic to be the head coach. | pinch 
myself everyday.” 

With Kelly at the helm two years ago, the Lakers used 
a high-powered offense to claim the title. Last year, GVSU 
relied heavily on Martin's swarming defense to get the job 
done. In the national championship game, they held a 
powerful North Dakota team to only three points, and held 
each opponent to under 10 points in the playoffs. 

During the regular season, the “D” allowed a mere 
64.9 yards per game on the ground, forced 43 turnovers, had 
a plus-21 turnover margin and scored an average of 13 
defensive points per game. 

“In 2002, we had 18 starters back and we planned on getting 
back to the national championship [after reaching it in 
2001],” Martin said, “Anything short of that was unacceptable. 


reason the season worked was because we have 
a group unbelievably committed to each other. 
They have grown into the most unselfish group 
of 18 to 22-year-olds I've come across.” 

Among that group is quarterback Cullen Finnerty, who 
threw for 2,764 yards last season, connecting on 230-of-363 
passes with 22 touchdowns and six interceptions. His top 
target, running back Mike Tennessee, also returns. The 
bruising back had 63 catches for 561 yards in 2003, while also 
rushing for 1,633 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

When Finnerty looks down the field, Micah Staley is usually 
the person he’s looking for. Staley caught 51 balls for 743 yards 
and 12 touchdowns a season ago. 

So, the offense should resemble the 2002 unit once 
again, and the defense isn't far behind. 

Junior DeJaune Boone recorded 87 tackles last season, 
while teammate Aaron Hein is back with his 39 tackles 
and 10 sacks. 

“We've lost some of the linebacking corps, but we 
have a lot of guys ready to step in and take over,” Martin said. 
“We have a lot of skill guys and experience coming back. 

“Because of that, we are going to do what we always 
do, which is spread the field on offense and make the 
defense decide what they want to defend,” he continued. 
“On defense, we're designed to stop the run. We're not going 
to stray from that.” 

Why should they? 


Damian Vega is a sportswriter for MetroWest Daily News in 
Framingham, Mass. 


“Last year, we had lost 15 starters. The only 
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DIVISION Ill PREVIEW 


(last season's record 
in parentheses) 


New defensive coordinator 
Jon Shields [Illinois State] 
inherits a defense that 
returns 10 starters, led by 
James Riley 


Hampden-Sydney defensive 
lineman James Riley 


Utah transfer Brett Elliott 
has the talent and the 
weapons to carry the 
Wildcats all the way 


QB Zac Bruney led the nation 
in passing efficiency, but 
graduation shredded the 
offensive line 


jehind senior RB Marcus 
Washington, the Eagles will 
challenge for the ODAC title 


With a running back corps led 
by Phil Porta, the Royals will 
be a royal pain to stop 


Sophomore Jamie 
Steffensmeier leads a 
Stalwart defense for the 
defending champs 


Ihe Eagles take on arguably 
the nation s toughest 
schedule, preparing them for 
a nice postseason run 


Sophomore RB Nathan 
Wallick can carry the team 
to its first playoff win 
since 1989 


Four of five starters return 
from an offensive line that 
allowed only eight sacks 


QB Mike Orihel survived his 
freshman season. Now he 
and the Profs are primed to 


take off —BM 


With a blazing offense that includes Utah transfer and expected leader 
Brett Elliott, the Linfield Wildcats are ready to roar 


infield College football coach Jay Locey just 

couldn't do it. It couldn't be done. He couldn't adopt 

his 2003 team’s slogan of “believe” 
in this instance. Not a chance. 

But the rumors swirling around 
the miniature McMinnville, Ore., college 
proved true. University of Utah quarterback 
Brett Elliott had plans to transfer to Linfield. 

“| think Brett's got some maturity,” 
Locey said, “and golly, he’s been in the 
fire, he’s been tested, and he’s endured 
some battles.” 

Elliott started eight games for the Utes 
in two seasons, his resumé including a 
440-yard, four-touchdown effort at New Mexico in 
2002. But last September, his career got sidetracked when 
his left wrist was broken on the last play of Utah's 
28-26 loss at Texas A&M. After rehabbing, Elliott returned 

to find Alex Smith was keeping the starting job. That 
left the junior to play the backup role and with a lot to 
think about. 

Elliott, who captured 1999 Oregon Gatorade Player 
of the Year honors after tossing 32 touchdown passes 
his senior season at Lake Oswego High, liked the 
idea of playing closer to home. But more than anything, 
he needed the game. 

“You only get one chance to really play football,” 
Elliott said, “and | didn’t really want to miss that 
Opportunity.” 

At Linfield, he'll have an opportunity to shine. And 
although the Wildcats graduated quarterback Tyler 
Matthews, who threw for 3,714 yards and 33 touchdowns 
in leading Linfield to an 11-1 mark and the Division III 
national semifinals last season, the outlook is promising 
with Elliott joining a veteran pack in the huddle. 

“| think we've got a good group of kids, and, on paper, 
we've got good things going on,” said Locey, also 
noting the return of four starters on the offensive line and 
the majority of the team’s defense. “Now it's just a matter 
of doing a good job playing football.” 

A big advocate for team chemistry, Locey was happy to 
see Elliott enroll at Linfield last spring. The 22-year-old 
jumped right in, joining wide receiver George Carter and several 
other football players on the track and field team. 

On the side, Carter got an early taste of what's to come 
on the gridiron. 

“You can tell how strong his arm is,” Carter said after two 
throwing sessions. “He can zip it in there real fast, with perfect 
timing and everything.” 

And Elliott walked into a perfect situation. The ‘Cats return 
their top five receivers, including the 6-4 Carter, who caught 
a team-high 70 passes for 1,117 yards and 11 touchdowns 
last fall. With speedy Thomas Ford, a 1,100-yard rusher a 


season ago, also back, the Wildcats threaten to pile up points. 

“I think this is going to be a really dynamic offense,” Elliott 
said. “I'm really excited about it.” 

Added Carter, “We've put up a lot of points in years past, 
and with Brett, we can put up just as many, if not more.” 

Linfield holds the longest current streak of winning 
seasons (48), but these Wildcats eagerly seek a national 
championship that has evaded them thus far. 

If, following Matthews’ departure, anyone in McMinnville 
doubted Linfield’s chances, the arrival of Elliott has since made 
believers out of them all. 

“We have high expectations here,” Elliott added. “Our 
expectation is to win a national championship. One of the 
reasons | came here is because everybody expects that.” 


Brett Mauser is a member of the PSP editorial staff. 
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OIL, EVIDENTLY, IS NOT OIL. 


Viper 
exclusively 
recommends 


», Mobil I 


Mercedes-Benz AMG 


exclusively 
recommends 


Mobil | 


Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution 
recommends 


Mobil |! 


Corvette 
exclusively 
recommends 


Mobil 


Cadillac XLR 
exclusively 
recommends 


Mobil |! 


Aston Martin 
exclusively 
recommends 


Mobil 1 


Mobil 1 is original equipment in many of the world’s finest 

automobiles and recommended by their makers for good 

reason. Mobil 1 is a leader in anti-wear technology-—we prove 

it every day on the track and on the road. And Mobil 1 with 

SuperSyn anti-wear technology is the most advanced Mobil 1 

engine protection ever. So while some may argue that one oil is 

as good as another, the builders of these prestigious engines know 
nothing outperforms Mobil 1. For more information, call 
1-800-ASK-MOBIL or log on to www.mobil1.com. 
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M bil Command Performance 


SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EVERYTHING WE FEEL. FROM OUR HIGHEST HOPES TO OUR DEEPEST 
DESPAIR. THERE’S NO TRUER REFLECTION OF WHO WE ARE. AND. THERE'S NO BETTER’ WAY TO. BRING IT TO 
LIFE THAN RCA HDTV, NOW AVAILABLE IN DLP” OR PROJECTION TECHNOLOGY. RCA. THE REAL REALITY TV. ampionship glory, including a few perennial 


new era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 

de: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
1 all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 


- 


aed wr at moee 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 
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iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 

~;on, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
TRS -SUU aT BUY a _. ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: e 4 es My and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
82-39-1) “al @ Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler —— as an All-American in 2004. 

Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent . , Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson _— ws se | he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster = 7 year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
performance in last January's national championship iy, aii —_ back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
game, which included a 20-yard interception [hf <<Seeese 3 past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The | a *, . a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss pg a side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn’t too shabby either, 
last season, and passed up a chance at the > . - as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 

NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 4 * _ Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
another year. a ’ at Florida 
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Changing Entertainment. Again. 


www.rca.com 


POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 


SPEARS: COURTESY LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EV 
DESPAIR. THERE’S NO TRUER REFLECTIO! | 
LIFE THAN RCA HDTV, NOW AVAILABLE 1 sindabnanies:” = | ampionship glory, including a few perennial 


new era of dominance 


nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
mn. 

de: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
plays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
urn 


Make SUPE GO 109 Of GO 
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dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 
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son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
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Changing Entertainment. Again. 
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LIFE 


SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EV 
DESPAIR. THERE’S NO TRUER REFLECTIO 
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Take a look at the parking lot on the Friday before an Alabama footbali game, and 
you can begin to imagine what raced through the mind of Sir Francis Drake when 


he first saw the Spanish Armada. You'll see an army of recreational 
vehicles—hundreds—in row upon row. Whether it’s a home game for Alabama or on 
the road hundreds of miles away, the faithful still are driven, literally. 


Some RVs are equipped with horns that sound the Alabama fight song. 
We encountered one adorned with portraits of the players. Inside another were no 
less than 30 representations—from neediepoint to ceramic figurines—of the 
school’s mascot. 


Fans appear as early as Wednesday afternoon. Many more arrive by Thursday 


evening. By Friday, the party is in full swing. Many use vacation days, one or two at 
a time, for these extended parties. 


Welcome to the world of extreme tailgating. 


For going the extra mile (or the extra 500), Alabama fans are hard to top. But they’re 
far from alone. They represent a small but highly visible segment of football fans 
who turn tailgating into an extreme sport. What exactly is extreme tailgating? It’s 
hard to say. But you'll know it when you see it. 


Walk down to the Tennessee River in downtown Knoxville on game day, and you'll 
know you've seen extreme tailgating. You'll find partiers who have motored upriver 
in their luxury pleasure boats—often for several days and hundreds of miles—to reach 
the stadium. In Seattle, some fans sail to the game and tailgate on the Puget Sound. 
Along the Hudson, below West Point, are the boats of a few hard-corps Army stalwarts 
who've taken the river route to the game and hiked up the bluff to watch their team. 


Other fans express their extremism differently. Some spend so much time 
tailgating that they decorate their road-trip vehicles like a team-themed vacation 
home. At Georgia, for example, we spotted tailgaters who converted a red, 
double-decker London tour bus into a mobile party wagon. 


if the weather is extreme, extreme tailgaters adapt. At late-season games in the 
North, look for revelers who defy the biting cold with a hot tub attached to their 
trailer. In the South, where temps can spike to over 100 degrees, they use a 
different form of hydrotherapy: pickup beds filled with water to create portable pools. 


Some extreme tailgates are group experiences. The “world’s largest outdoor 
cocktail party’—Florida vs. Georgia, beginning on Wednesday afternoon and not 
breaking up until early Sunday—is a football fan’s mecca. Even if you're not a fan 
of either team, you'll want to say you’ve been at least once in your life. 


Of course, once you mingle with the patchwork of partisans amiably socializing 
and talking trash to each other, you’re likely to experience the typical reaction; 
you'll want to come back next year. 


Changing Entertainment. Again. 
WWW.rca.com 


THERE ARE EXTREME TAILGATERS AND THEN THERE IS JOE CAHN (HE’S PICTURED ABOVE HAVING 
A SNACK AND “TUBGATING” WITH SOME FRIENDS). AS THE SELF-PROCLAIMED COMMISSIONER OF 
TAILGATING, JOE MAY HAVE THE BEST JOB IN AMERICA. A FEW YEARS BACK, HE SOLD HIS NEW 
ORLEANS COOKING SCHOOL, BOUGHT A MOBILE HOME AND HIT THE ROAD TO EXPLORE “THE NEW 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY*-TAILGATE PARTIES. SINCE 1996, HE HAS LOGGED WELL OVER 250,000 
MILES IN THE JOE-MOBILE. ALTHOUGH HE VISITS ALMOST 50 STADIUMS EACH YEAR, HE RARELY GOES 
TO THE GAME ITSELF. “TOO BUSY TAILGATING,” HE SAYS. “IT’S A TOUGH JOB, BUT SOMEBODY'S GOT 
TO DO IT.” FOR MORE INFO ABOUT JOE AND HIS EXTREME TRAVELS, GO TO WWW.TAILGATING.COM. 


1. JUMPER CABLES. AFTER A GREAT 
PARTY, SOME WOULD LOVE TO 
STAY IN THE PARKING LOT 
FOREVER...BUT EVERYONE MIGHT 
NOT SHARE THAT THOUGHT. 


2. TRASH BAGS FOR CLEAN-UP. A 
DEDICATED TAILGATER ALWAYS 
RESPECTS THEIR SURROUNDINGS 

AND LEAVES IT CLEAN. 


3.RAIN GEAR. WHEN EVERYBODY 
ELSE 1S IN THE CAR OR TRUCK, 


YOU’LL BE COOKIN’! 

4.SUN BLOCK. EVEN IF YOU BURN 
THE THERE’S NO REASON 
FOR YOU TO BURN. 


5. A FRIEND. CHANGE THE LIFE OF A 
LOVED ONE. BRING THEM TO 
THEIR FIRST TAILGATE. 


82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 
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Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: , 34. Ay Yi 


Sy ampionship glory, including a few perennial 
minew era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 
For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
1 all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 
mM Oct. 2vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
urn 


_ | dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
| ]zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
| career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 

_ Jisn’ton special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
Jon defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 

_|tackles in 2003. 
'|Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
_ {for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
| more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
- |next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
| {ease that burden. 

_|Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 

| | State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
@on, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
feed and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 
CONTINUED 
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College football has a way of bringing out the extremes in people. Maybe that’s 
why we love it so. It’s a game that demands 110 percent from its players, so it’s 
no wonder that football also produces extreme fans, extreme coaches and even a 
few eccentrically extreme traditions. 


Players in search of good luck have always taken their superstitions to extremes. 
They shave their heads. Or, refuse to cut their hair. Or, wear the same socks for 
weeks. But coaches can get a little crazy too...to help motivate their teams. 


In 1954, an Alabama benchwarmer took the 12th-man concept to an extreme. When 
Rice’s star halfback broke loose for what appeared to be a 95-yard touchdown run, 
the Alabama reserve sprang from his sideline, knocked the startled ball carrier to the 
ground, then scampered back to the bench. The officials, who spotted what most of 
the crowd hadn’t seen, awarded a touchdown to Rice, which cruised to a 28-6 win. 


Some extreme behavior is institutionalize as tradition. For example, at Army they 
have a striking way of delivering the game ball—from above. Just before kickoff, 
paratroopers leap from an airplane above West Point. The last one out lands 
at midfield and hands the football to the referee. 


Then there was the most extreme college football road trip of all time. In 1899, the 
men of Sewanee College, a tiny school northwest of Chattanooga, left by train. 
They spent 77 hours on the rails, all told. They covered 2,500 miles. And in six days, 
they played five football games...all against big-time opponents. They skunked 
every single one. In Austin, they whipped Texas. The next day, they blanked Texas 
A&M. On the way back to Tennessee, they creamed Tulane, LSU and Ole Miss. 
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- VOKIa U 
Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 
Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 

A NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 

A another year. 
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ampionship glory, including a few perennial 
}new era of dominance 


} nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
jvn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 

jde: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
li all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
urn 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 

son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
sound and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU’s championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 
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suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
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on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
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virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
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de: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
urn 
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dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isnt on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners defensive line may 
¢ have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 


still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
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iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
;on, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
—e 7a dnd and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
fp ‘. 2 ¥ and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 

§4 ‘Sat 6 ~=Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
~ = as an All-American in 2004. 

Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 

Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 
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Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green: Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 


Changing Entertainment. Again. 
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COLOPADO- MISSOUFI, 1990 3 

Clinging to a 4-point lead with time for one play remaining, Missouri desperately tried to make a last 
defensive stand from its 1-yard line. But on fourth down, Colorado crossed the goal line for a 33-31 victory. 
There was just one problem: It was fifth down. Inexplicably, the refs lost track of downs in the frantic final 
seconds. It had happened only once before, when an undefeated Cornell team scored on “fifth down” to beat 
Dartmouth 7-3. The next day, after the mistake was detected, Cornell forfeited the game. This time, 
Colorado's win stood, and they went on to share the national title. 


BaYLOr- GES, 1974 

Baylor had not won a conference title in 50 years. It had not beaten Texas in 18 years. When Texas roared to 
a 24-7 halftime lead on a cold, rainy November day in Waco, it looked as though the streak would continue. But 
Baylor turned a blocked punt into a TD, and turned the game into a rally. The 34-24 win propelled Baylor to 
a Conference crown in the underdog story of the decade. To celebrate, Baylor left the scoreboard burning all night, 
and thousands drove by Baylor Stadium to see it, as if to convince themselves it really happened. 


Cal- SGanFOrD, 1982 

To partisans of the archrivals, who refer to it simply as “Big Game,” Cal-Stanford is ALWAYS extreme. In 1982, 
it reached a new level. With just enough time remaining for a final kickoff, Stanford scored what, barring a 
miracle, would be the winning touchdown. Anticipating victory, Stanford’s band began gathering in the end 
zone. Then, there was a miracle. Time literally stood still. After fielding the kickoff, long after the clock 
read :00, Cal’s players lateralled the ball five times, tossing the ball somewhere, anywhere, just before they 
could be tackled. The last one to touch it found a lane, raced through the final Stanford defenders, through the 
startled band and, upon reaching the end zone, punctuated his run by bowling over a trombone player. For pure 
sandlot wackiness, no other play has ever come close. 


FLOPIDA- GENNESSEE, 1992 : 3 

On an autumn night in Knoxville, it rained. It rained in biblical proportions. In the second half, it poured so 
hard and so fast that players on the sidelines stood in ankle-deep water. The network TV feed repeatedly 
turned to static. TV cameras needed wipers. No one who sat soggily through it will ever forget it—-particularly 
if they’re from Florida, which had been favored to win and left with a 31-14 headache. 


nocre Dame- HOUSGON, 1979 ? 

in their Dallas Bow! game matchup, on an icy field on a brutally cold day, Houston began celebrating after 
taking a 34-12 fourth-quarter lead. But Notre Dame, under the direction of the greatest comeback QB in the 
game, “Joe Cool”, launched perhaps the greatest comeback in its storied history. First came a TD and 2-point 
conversion—then another. Then, with no time remaining, they completed a desperate last pass to a sprawling 
receiver in the corner of the end zone for a 35-34 victory. Even many who saw it didn’t quite believe it. 
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Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green: Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
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nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


7 suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
‘ jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
Jon can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
: vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
: virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
7n. 

‘| Je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
4! all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
} the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
: ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
}olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

: Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
qurn 


3 dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn ton special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 

on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
§} tackles in 2003. 
i) Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
i have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
1) but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
fi still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
s} more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
) ease that burden. 

| Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
{ State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


jiking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
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| ane Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
|me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


} suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
~ #yjed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 

on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 

vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
} virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
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olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
nt ae wa : 
I dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 
Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 
»-| Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 

son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
Around and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn’t too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 


Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green: Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 
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FIPeD UP SHPUNP KaBOBS 
PREP TIME: 25 MINUTES 
COOK TIME: 10 MINUTES 
YIELD: 4 TO 8 SERVINGS 
8 metal skewers 
24 shrimp that have been cleaned & 
peeled but with the tail left on 
1 large red bell pepper, diced into 
8 large, square pieces 
1 zucchini, sliced in round pieces 
8 button mushrooms, whole 


marinade 

2 cps. orange juice 

2 limes, juiced 

1 jalapeno pepper, roughly chopped 
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper 

1/2 tsp. cumin 

Salt & freshly ground black pepper 


Preheat your grill until hot. In the meantime, 
assemble skewers by adding the ingredients 
in the following order: shrimp, red pepper, 
shrimp, zucchini, shrimp and a mushroom. 
To make the marinade, put all ingredients 
except salt & pepper, in a blender. Puree 
mixture for 1 to 2 minutes, or until jalapefio 
pieces are broken down. Season with salt 
& freshly ground pepper and blend an 
additional 10 seconds. Strain marinade. 
Drizzle marinade on shrimp. Grill until shrimp 
are opaque and the vegetables are tender. 


Changing Entertainment. Again. 
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 QUaPGEPBAGK SACK BBO FBS 


"PREP TIME: 15 MINUTES « COOK TIME: 105 MINUTES + YIELD: 4-6 SERVINGS 


6 Ibs. pork ribs 


m4 tbsp. barbecue meat seasoning 
1 (16-0z.) bottle of barbecue sauce 


Evenly spread seasonings over both sides of the ribs and place on a preheated gril 


over indirect heat. Cover and turn every 20 minutes for 1 - 1 1/2 hours. During the 


last 10 minutes of cooking, baste ribs with the sauce while flipping every 2 minutes. 
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Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent; 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 
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ampionship glory, including a few perennial 
new era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


}nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 

de: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
dlays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
urn 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 

;on, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn’t too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 
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Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 
Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent; 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 


Changing Entertainment. Again. 
WwWww.rca.com 


ampionship glory, including a few perennial 


new era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
n. 

Je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
dlays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
im 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 

;on, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
sPecind and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 


POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 
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ampionship glory, including a few perennial 


new era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


| 
' nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 
Je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
olays in their campaigns for All-America status. 
Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
urn 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
i tackles in 2003. 
Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
§ but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
I next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 
Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


Frequently baste with fresh marinade ~ 


to seal in 1 flavor and. eee dryne ess. 


Te} FREEZE FOR EASE! FOR MAKE-AHEAD CONVENIENCE, FREEZE MEATS ALONG 
Ei WITH YOUR FAVORITE LAWRY’S MARINADE IN A ZIPLOC® FREEZER BAG. 
_ DATE AND LABEL THE BAG, THEN PLACE IT IN THE FREEZER. LATER, YOU JUST 


THAW AND GRILL... YOUR MEAT WILL ALREADY BE MARINATED!!! iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 


son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 

sund and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 


Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 
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POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 


SPEARS: COURTESY LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


CONTINUED 


TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


Recipe by J.T. “the Brick”, heard weekdays on Fox Sports Radio from Recipe by Jerome Jurenovich, heard weekends on 
10pm-2Zam E.S.T. Fox Sports Radio “Gametime” from 4pm-8pm E.S.T. 
2 oz. unsweetened chocolate ___ 3cloves garlic, chopped 
SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EV Sis Sitareeeett Chacalate 1/2 cp. fresh lemon juice 10 
DESPAIR. THERE'S NO TRUER REFLECTIO 1/4 cp. plus 2 tbsps. all purpose flour | maa ~~ o | 
LIFE THAN RCA HDTV, NOW AVAILABLE | 1/4 tsp. baking powder - ae oa jampionship glory, including a few perennial 
chopped rsley | 
1/4 tsp. salt 4 thsp. finely chopped oregano inew era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 
3/4 stick unsalted butter 20 chicken wings 
3/4 cp. sugar __ Salt and freshly ground pepper | } | 
2 large eggs Gis ci hngiedieres i media bod Atk hidenengs end | nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
‘ in medium bowl. wings | : Si 
2 tsps. vanilla extract = joists cost ovenly, Cover. and tekicetie tor 2 oars: Gell | me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 
2 tsps. instant espresso powder | Bene 
1/2 cp. semi ; x suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
1/2 z= nae a nig woe hi ,yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
; fet quality white chocolate chips . on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
cps. toasted pecans, coarsely chopped Sik ae crane genie SY vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
UNG FUG 0 Gili gece virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 


Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. Place the chocolate in a medium bowl and 


melt over a pot of simmering water. Sift together the flour, baking powder and salt Recipe by Jim Mora, heard weekends on Fox hi . 

and set aside. With an electric mixer, beat butter and sugar. Add eggs, then Sports Radio “Gametime” from 12pm-4pm E.S.T. For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
vanilla and espresso, and beat on high speed for 2 minutes. On low speed, beat 2 thsps. vegetable oil ej. Silas | all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
in the melted chocolate mixture until combined. Fold in the flour mixture until 2 medium onions, chopped J. Sil the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
combined. Stir in the chips and pecans. Spoon the mixture onto a wax paper- 5 cloves garlic, minced . _ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
lined baking sheet. Bake for 10 to 11 minutes. The surface of the cookies will be 2 Ibs. ground beef chuck | alays in their campaigns for All-America status. 


dry but the inside will still be soft. It will take no longer than 10 to 11 minutes, | Oct. 2vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 


SO be sure to set the timer. Cool on a baking sheet. i SEA | 
1 tsp. ground cumin | 
1/2 tsp. allspice | 
tii te Ground aves | dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
Er 1/4 tsp. cinnamon Zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA — 
1/4 tsp. ground coriander ae § Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper = Ja isn’t on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
1 bay leaf — fe yon defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
1 tbsp. red wine vinegar “ B tackles in 2003. 
1 tbsp. molasses | Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
1 cp. tomato sauce rom have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
1 1/2 cp. water , “a p but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
ts ae aden . ¥ s§ still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
, = Sa for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 


and garlic until softened. Add beef, stirring, until no longer 


ae pink. Drain excess fat and discard. Stir in chili powder ae > 4 more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
nned refried beans eal your oven to 375 pee a paprika, cumin, allspice, cloves, cinnamon, coriander and rs =... By next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
cream cheese, softened Spread chili or beans over the bottom salt & pepper to taste. Cook 1 minute. Add bay leaf, : ©} case that burden. 
i ato _ of a baking dish. Spread softened a vinegar, molasses, tomato sauce and water. Bring to a i >} Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
_ cream cheese on top. Layer on the 4 boil. Reduce heat, cover and simmer for 1 1/2 hours (add » ae A State; Nov. 13vs. Nebraska 
tomatoes, jalapefios, red onion: and - water if necessary). Discard bay leaf and adjust seasonings. a. : 
_ cheddar cheese. Bake for 20 minutes _ ae Serve over cooked spaghetti topped with grated cheddar 
or until ape! Top with scallions and A cheese, chopped white onion and oyster crackers. 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
ion, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
Bund and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 

Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 

Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 


go OVICH 
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VOKia oUdal BOW 

Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 


POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 


SPEARS: COURTESY LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


CONTINUED 
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TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EV 
DESPAIR. THERE'S NO TRUER REFLECTIO 


i ing OB, eth ee, 
z ong ot gi at 


ih Ty. 
if i? 


a At the si 2003, Leinart (Wii even: sire ho Wwotid be. the Tiere’ xiang: - 

LIFE THAN RCA HDTV, NOW AVAILABLE | ter ever, 12 wins, a Bowl game victory and a co-national champi- 
_ 2 paceaaleph dando 
556 ya uchd ee ie aan cnky 9 intyopmione) IFs-eaty to See why. 

Sproles is one of the most gifted backs inthe nation, Not only did he fall just14 


3  Gawan ina wren een ete in 25 or — 


Ree: — | ull . 
— $m Breas a oA teaien Ons os ctv rts & 
__anAl-American runing back. But, couple those wit 1,822 passing yards and 11 
ne sai ebaie a you have the sino ly most sare all-around ae 


“Favlighant Odehonats 12-9 ti in 2008: hii ies. hs. done the best 

Player in college football. And he has the Heisman Trophy to prove it. If Whitecan 
duplicate his on-field heroics and great numbers from a season ago (3,846 
yards, 40 touchdown passes and a 158.1 passer rating), there's no reason to think - 


_ aan ens ee 


Sdn wh Tanke 4 Ga ak, “Cadillac” stands out. And the nation is oe 
i? taking notice. Last season, Williams shifted his running into overdrive, with four 
ge gc! aig en a tel ae 
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Preferred 2 tol 


(over leading national brands) 


Hey College Football Fans! 
Do you wear Gold Toe Socks? 


If so, be sure to look out for the Gold Toe Secret Spotters at select 
upcoming college football games across the country. If you're seen sporting 
your Gold Toe socks we'll give you a free pair -- on the spot! 


GOLDTOr 


www.goldtoe.com 


*Tested white athletic crew socks of leading national brands 


VOKIa dar BOW 

Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 


from dept. stores and mass stores among adult males. 


|TOUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


ampionship glory, including a few perennial 
new era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
_me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 

For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
dlays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
im 


i dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
# zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 


Hisn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
Hon defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
§ still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
I more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
Bnext to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska | 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
ion, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
Sund and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 
CONTINUED 


career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins © 


POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 
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SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EVI} 
NO TRUER REFLECTIO} 
LIFE THAN RCA HDTV, NOW AVAILABLE If] 


DESPAIR. THERE'S 


sCenarid GWO 


You trail 16-0 in the fourth and your opponent 
has thoroughly dominated. Finally, you drive 
deep into enemy territory. Based on your 
performance, who knows if your offense will be 
this close again. Your call on fourth and 4: 


(a) Field goal attempt 

(B) Fake field goal, pass to TE 

(G) Play fake, pass to WR across the middle 
(0D) Quick slant-in pass to WR 


SCBNarIO One 

You're down by six early in the fourth quarter, 
with the ball barely on your opponent's side of 
midfield. You face fourth and 3. This year, 
the running game has been your strength. You: 


{a} Option right, in which QB can keep 
the ball or pitch to trailing RB 

(B} Long pass on a post route 

(€) Power | formation: RB follows lead block 
of FB inside the right tackle 

(D) Flanker reverse 


You trail 1 14-7 late es It’s fourth- 
and-goal from your opponent's 1-yard line. 
Three straight running plays have failed to get 


the ball into the end zone. What do you call? — 
[a] Toss sweep to the strong side 


(B) Quick slant-in pass to WR 

(6) Power | formation: RB follows lead block 
of FB inside the right tackle 

(0) Play fake, pass to RB out of the backfield 


SGENaFIO FIVE 

You’re pinned down at your own 7, and 
you're trailing by 1 with 90-seconds left. You 
have only one timeout. To make matters 
worse, it’s third and long. What do you do? 


(a) The old “hook-and-ladder” play: pass 
downfield; after catching the ball, the 
receiver turns and pitches it to a trailing WR 

(B) Draw play 

(€} Long pass on post route 

(D) Toss sweep to the strong side 
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VOKia SUdar BOW 

Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green: Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 


2k a Bid ampionship glory, including a few perennial 


__|new era of dominance 


~ | nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
: ee | me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


y a “ suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
; es jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
eS a on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 


| de: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 

Taal all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 

; ae the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 

= ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
< 2 ie ays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

| Oct. 2vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
am zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Mi career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
a but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
tg still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
a for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
ma more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
| next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
Ses case that burden. 

ee. Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 

ion, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 


POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 
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SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EV 
DESPAIR. THERE’S NO TRUER REFLECTION 
LIFE THAN RCA HDTV. NOW AVAILABLE 1! 
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| THE BEST PLACE TO BE AT 


ON THE 50-YARD LINE. 


devoted countless football seasons'to-helbing tailgating rookies go pro. 


Changing Entertainment. Again. 
WWw.rca.com 


THE GAME ISN’T NECESSARILY 


As “Commissioner of Tailgating,” Joe Cahn (seated in the center) has. |. Noh RSE 


TAILGATING ROOKIES: 


Shove, shuffle and reorganize but 
still can’t fit friends, food and drinks 
in their cars. 


Lug ice, coolers, charcoal, grills, chairs, 
tables, umbrellas, bullhorns and 
face paint - first to the car and later 
out of the car. 


Wait in really long lines to use a 
portable toilet. 


Mostly stick to cold sandwiches, chips 
and canned drinks. Some may have 
advanced to hot dogs and hamburgers. 


Find it too difficult to share their 
favorite pastime with younger members 
of the family. 


Miss the postgame show because 
they’re stuck in traffic. 


Skip the tailgate party when the 
weather is gloomy. 


GO PRO-JOIN THE RV TAILGATING PARTY! 


“Tailgating is serious stuff. It’s time you joined the big leagues.” 


-Joe Cahn, the Commissioner of Tailgating 


RV TAILGATING PROS: 


Have ample counter space and storage 


aboard the RV, plus slide-out rooms 
that nearly double the interior space. 


Have everything they need already 
stowed in the RV. 


Have a clean, private bathroom in 
their own RV. 


Prepare steaks, brats, even lobster in 
a kitchen equipped with a refrigerator, 
freezer, oven, microwave and sink. 


Bring along little tailgaters- and all 
their friends, toys and games-in 

the RV. The kids sack out comfortably 
and safely when they get tired. 


Catch the highlights on a flat-screen 
TV with surround-sound while relaxing 
in the RV as traffic dies down. 


Entertain family and friends in the 
dry, climate-controlled RV regardless 
of the forecast. 


ARE YOU READY TO GO PRO! 


For a free CD-ROM or video, go to GoRVing.com or call 1-888-Go RVing. 


RVing 


OKia Sugar BOW! 


Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: ' 


82-39-1) 


Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 


Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 


Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 


another year. 


| 
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‘ampionship glory, including a few perennial 
new era of dominance BY RYAN MATTOS 


nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 


_me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 
/ 


' 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 

je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
dlays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
imn 


® dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
B zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
im isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
| on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
B tackles in 2003. 

§ Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
B have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
| but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
B still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
| for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
Bmore double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

§ Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
§ State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


| iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
:0n, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
d and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 
Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn’t too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 
CONTINUED 
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POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 


SPEARS: COURTESY LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
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THERE'S NO TRUER REFLECTIO) 0 12-17 on the grill while tailgating? 
bon Pf o 18-20 o Hamburgers 


DESPAIR. 
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LIFE THAN RCA HOTV, NOW AVAILABLE |) aT C7, yy YY Uy YY / 5 21-24 © Hot dogs ampionship glory, including a few perennial 
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4 te What type of beverage do you prefer 
shee drinking while tailgating? | 
Are you: o Soda — nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 


o Male o Beer me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 
o Female o Alcoholic mixed drink P itis P 
; o Juice 
Ewe level of education vou Wink Banoy SINK fon ae es suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
Ae Be o High school . do you drink in a month? Ciara yed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
| Lia 4 oe 4 } Ma o College 0 1-2 ae on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 


¥ stages Schoo “ a ieeaton vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 


—-_ea virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
a Bs 7 When grilling, what product do you ee tears vistas 
Seif ges use most often to flavor your meat? Do you plan on purchasing a new car png " . 
| 7 o Dry Spice Blends/Rubs or truck in the next 12 months? eae te Je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
o Liquid Marinades o Yes é : | all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
© BBQ Sauce o No 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 


| 

) 2. “4 | ee oO Steak Sauce if ac: 
‘ a Ge, yes, what is the most important eo er 
gee pate : * “ a fifa BE o Other factor in your purchasing decision? iat wee ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 


: During the summer grilling season, how o Size ag glays in their campaigns for All-America status. 
| c} By many times per month do you grill? o Power en a Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
. i: o 1-3 times o Comfort Age —— 


o 4-7 times o Towing capacity dm 


© 8 - 10 times © Other 
© more than 10 If yes, what type of vehicle do you 


- | ; te ee Es = ae What type of grill do you use while intend to purchase? dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
ie : _ ere * fF *, tailgating? o Pickup truck 
_ B “ SPF IPS Z zon inst UCLA last season, is looking to break the 

aE AD ERR EN a eee <a! + inienel 5 SUV one against UCLA lz ason, is looking to break the NCAA 
hi otal Ain et eran een) (Yy* Pape! oe “phe ¢ o Gas o Sedan Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
a i te Bey. igen Fete Ste Y hi, LO TES IF ge o Electric o Sports Car isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 

| ot ae dp ele, pote ss J: aug ha Oe iy iy, o Smokers : > an 
5 . PSpey / % 4 rae ipl! pi on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
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Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 


Bee hy \ a ' 
|= * & 00/-20/ 40-.every our Ye ig, 


~ +p" if; Ye, 


"The Inside Scoop 77.2777 7 
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- <<. Zh Z| Scores and Highlights re i, Wy ah more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
= <a on KZ next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
He, ‘Trades, Fines: Firings 7 KY s BLE | ee ererr ae ease that burden. 


Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
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YS, State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 
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Yee PL WLLL SE o Check here if you would like to 1: sti ae 
4 a ih pel if foxsportsradio. antl (ise LISP Sava epee oftors Gorn Teas wT king Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
It A Sales Li, Lge Guide partners oN ca Oe ;on, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
oe Ate fe sb Vokia Sugar BC —— - 1 ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
| Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: = y . {.$¥y and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
82-39-1) 2, , Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 


Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler — 2 2 as an All-American in 2004. 

Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, a Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson J 4 <4 = f he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster =a . year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
performance in last January's national championship / a f back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
game, which included a 20-yard interception ——— 4 - past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The | —. a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss oe i. w side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn’t too shabby either, 
last season, and passed up a chance at the . a as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 

NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for a | Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 


another year. a at Florida 
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SPORTS IS OUR MIRROR. REVEALING EV 
DESPAIR. THERE'S NO TRUER REFLECTION 
LIFE THAN RCA HDTV, NOW AVAILABLE | 


' 


YOU COULD BE A LUCKY WINNER OF A TRIP FOR TWO TO THE 2004-05 BOWL 
GAME OF YOUR CHOICE. FOR DETAILS AND TO ENTER ONLINE, MAKE SURE TO VISIT 


, WHERE YOU'LL ALSO FIND TAILGATING TIPS, RECIPES, PHOTOS = : | - ROOT BE E R ee = 


) 


OFFICIGL PULES 


1. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Offered only in continental US and open only to legal continental US residents, 
18 or older, except employees and their families of Sponsor (defined below) or any advertiser or organization 
involved in Sweepstakes. ENTER: (a) Complete entry form in Tailgate Guide, available at ‘Tailgate Central’ area 
at select college football games and inside [EDITION] of “Touchdown Illustrated” magazine. Deposit completed FF 00 yf 3 “ 
etry in enty box at Taig Golind ston (Mepglicebie} or wah to Boul och Swoopetsise. PO: Box 4774: : i hase ea") aa nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163, to be postmarked by 12/1/04 and received by 12/6/04. One entry | bse rei : 
per ‘ons sp envelope. Or (b) Enter at www.tailgate411.com beginning on/about 9/1/04 at 12:01 a.m. ET 
up unti /04 at 11:59 a.m. ET. If supplies of paper entry forms are exhausted, enter by printing name _ < ; JULL UitS ry 
address, daytime phone number and age on a 3"x5" card/paper and depositing same in entry box or : . AS PL ae en hares eee suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
ing via mall. No Copies of entries accepted. Sweepstakes sponsored by Professional Sports Publication, jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
Inc. (PSP), 355 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10017. 2. Limit (1) entry per person per day (24 hour period); : te tg FS ie SCs the turf with hi tt d flat-out d 
el any ome © enter more often is prohibited. Tampering/attempted tampering with Sweepstakes or web - “he eat es 2 Saks Perak ; : Gas my rs re ee - shea se eS ; sit tata a gg 
se, 0 terion by Speen int le drt, asad veri Ve ! an vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
entry will be considered jpn by registered owner of e-mail account used to submit entry. Entries become sole virtually impossible for defenses to double-team a ee: 
property of PSP, and will not be returned. Sponsor is not responsible for late, lost, mutilated, illegible, n 
incomplete, delayed, postage-due, misdirected entries/mail: or for software/hardware/electronic malfunction/ r | 
issues ed piled / hastens ce ey aden torts es | I 1933, GHE BLOODY Mary WaS INGPODUCED GO GHE UNIGED SbabES. Je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
mr. 8 : Trip for (2) ; 
people to the 2004-05 college football bow! game of winner's choice subject to Sponsor's approval. Trip GLGHOUGH IG UNDEF WENG Many NaMe CHANGES, SUCH dS rep | all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
consists of: round-trip coach air travel to bow! game city from major commercial airport closest to winner’s SHaPPEr aNd MOFHING SLOFY, BLOODY Mary EVENGUALLY SGUGK. the best her inth ll Also, look f 
: : € Dest pass rusher in the college game. AlSO, !OOK for 
residence, (3) nights standard hotel accommodations (double occupancy), (2) tickets to the bow! game and ker Odell Th d f fety Th Davi 
ground transportation between hotel and bowl game city airport. Winner and guest must travel on same e ss j gti th et ae 
itinerary. All unspecified expenses are sole responsibility of winner. Bow! game is subject to availability dlays in their campaigns for All-America status. 
hoproximate etal valve 4.50.4 Winer willbe selected in random drawing by Sposa nabout 12608 | Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
from all eligible entries received. By entering, entrant agrees to these official rules and Sponsor’s decisions, 
which are final and binding. Winner will be notified by mail. Winner and his/her travel companion must sign and 
return (28 appropriate) an affidavit of eligibility, a liability release and publicity release (where legal) within 3 
days of prize notification. If travel companion is a minor, releases must be signed by parent/legal guardian on 
eninor's behalf. Wi the ae BN a 
: : event of non-compliance or if prize notification i returned as undeliverable, winner wil dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
| disqualified and an alternate winner selected. No prize transfer; no prize substitution, except by Sponsor at : ins tS 
“cna nearer mmmaaace wane. Spm amachi gen zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
must be taken on dates corresponding with bow! game, as determined by Sponsor in its sole discretion; ! —a Career punt-retumn touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
if winner is unavailable, prize will be forfeited and an alternate winner selected. By participating, entrant 
releases Sponsor and all advertisers and organizations involved in the Sweepstakes, their respective directors, 
officers, employees and agents from any and all liability resulting from participation in the Sweepstakes, or 
acceptance or use/misuse of the prize. Where legal, by accepting prize, winner agrees to the use of his/her BUFFALO Wild BLOODY MdFY 
name, address, likeness for advertising/publicity/trade purposes by Sponsor, and any and all rights to said use, 
without further compensation. If on-line entry method cannot be conducted as Originally planned for any 
reason beyond Sponsor's control, Sponsor may at its sole discretion, suspend, modify or cancel the on-line 
method vd entry and cs winner in a random drawing comprised of all eligible paper entries received ; ead meio aa wri ras Pichi 
Sid ekg te eis ncocved oro oer srt vor the aon taka by ens os a | ; still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
of such - * * ~ ~ oe — . . 1 : : , 
action will be posted on web site. 5. Void in Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico and where prohibited for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
axes On prize are sole responsibility of winner. Approximately 2 million paper entry forms will be distributed, 7 aa S this . Harris Ii 
but odds of winning depend upon the total number of eligible entries received. 6. For name of winner e a ey seg pieneairgite chon dates tomt 
and a copy of the Official Rules send a self-addressed stamped envelope to: Bow! Bash Sweepstakes, Winners we - : “edhe nie mpi ache sh 
List and Official Rules, P.0. Box 4774, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163, to be received by 12/6/04. ease that burden. 


Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


ampionship glory, including a few perennial 


new era of dominance 


me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


dm 


isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 


he iking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
' a & son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
Vokia Sugar BOW = sreund and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: i _ y¥g and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
82-39-1) > £ Nad ¢ f § §=Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler | —— as an All-American in 2004. 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent 4 . Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson —_— 4 a. he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster —— ! . year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
performance in last January's national championship i, La at f , back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
game, which included a 20-yard interception ————e past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 7 i <a a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss Wa, Side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
last season, and passed up a chance atthe § as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for ) Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 


another year. , at Florida 
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nd Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
me know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 


—— a 


suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
jed a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
on can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
vn did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 
in. 

Je: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
| all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
ker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
dlays in their campaigns for All-America status. 

Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 


An American Tradition ¥ 


Since 1 Q) 1 Q) dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 


zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 


\a 


~ 
—_ — 
——s ™ > 
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isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003. 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
have lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden. 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 
State; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


\king Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
son, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 


3 
| Nokia SugarBowl g 7 7. ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards : 
| Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: ’ ; ‘ Wy and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 2 
| 82-39-1) “Sl Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself : 
Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler —- Y as an All-American in 2004. : 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent, 4 > Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 4% 
: Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson ps he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore = ~ 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster = _ year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 2 
performance in last January's national championship _tie i @ back since. Webster intercepted seven passes ineachofthe 95 
game, which included a 20-yard interception [o)f <<<Seeee — = past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with S 5 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The . a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy onthe other 23 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss ied Le side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn'ttoo shabby either, 2 3 
last season, and passed up a chance at the a» *, ee Ashe tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 2 & 
\ 3 NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for Jy _ Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct.9 23 
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Changing Entertainment. Again. 
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USC will have a number of teams chasing them in the hunt for championship glory, including a few perennial 
contenders as well as some looking to begin a new era of dominance 


2. GEORGIA BULLDOGS f 
2003: 11-3, 6-2 SEC; Beat Purdue, 34-27 2m 
(OT), in Capital One Bow! : 
Head Coach: Mark Richt (4th 
year: 32-8; Career: 32-8) , 
Top All-America Candidates: 
Jr. FS Thomas Davis; Sr. WR Fred Gibson; Sr. 


David Pollack Max Jean-Gilles and Daniel Inman and center Russ Tanner. The unit has 
gained plenty of game know-how despite being young, comprised of juniors 
and sophomores. 

Go Fetch! Despite suffering through a hamstring injury last season, senior 
Fred Gibson averaged a team-high 15.4 yards per catch on his 36 receptions. 
When healthy, Gibson can tear up the turf with his patterns and flat-out speed. 
Senior Reggie Brown did an excellent job filling in at times as the go-to option, 
which will make it virtually impossible for defenses to double-team any one 


QB David Greene; Sr. DE David Pollack; Jr. MLB Was 
Odell Thompson 5 
David is Goliath: Arguably the best signal- 

caller in the conference, David Greene enters the »—— 
2004 campaign coming offan MVP performance _ 
(27-of-37, 327 yards, 3 TDs) in last January's 
Capital One Bowl. What can really give the former 
SEC Offensive Player of the Year (2002) the time to shine again this 
season is an experienced front line protecting him, led by tackles % 


3. OKLAHOMA SOONERS 

2003: 12-2, 8-0 Big 12; Lost to LSU, 21-14, in Nokia 
Sugar Bowl 

Head Coach: Bob Stoops (6th year: 54-11; Career: 54-11) 
Top All-America Candidates: Sr. WR Mark Clayton; Sr 
DE Dan Cody; Sr. DT Dusty Dvoracek; Sr. CB/PR Antonio 
Perkins; Sr. QB Jason White 

Twice is Nice: Through the Sooners’ 12-0 regular 
season in 2003, Jason White put up ridiculous numbers. The 
Heisman Trophy winner entered the Big 12 championship 
game throwing 40 touchdown passes to only six interceptions. 
With endless talent surrounding him as usual, White 
should be shredding defenses once again and looking to 
became only the second two-time Heisman winner ever 
Keep Away: That's what opposing teams try to play when 
punting the ball to Antonio Perkins. The speedy and 


4. LSU TIGERS 

2003: 13-1, 7-1 SEC; Beat Oklahoma, 21-14, in 
Nokia Sugar Bowl 

Head Coach: Nick Saban (5th year: 29-13; Career: 
82-39-1) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. WR/KR/PR Skyler 
Green; Jr. DE Marcus Spears; So. RB Justin Vincent; 
Sr. CB Corey Webster; Sr. C Ben Wilkerson 
Spearheading: Marcus Spears had a monster 
performance in last January's national championship 
game, which included a 20-yard interception 
return for the game-deciding touchdown. The 
All-SEC performer notched 13 tackles for loss 
last season, and passed up a chance at the 
NFL to give his collegiate foes nightmares for 
another year. 


of them this season. 
Nowhere To Hide: For opposing offenses that is. The Bulldogs’ defense 
can attack from all angles. Senior David Pollack rules the defensive 
front and may be the best pass rusher in the college game. Also, look for 
speedy linebacker Odell Thurman and free safety Thomas Davis to 
disrupt many plays in their campaigns for All-America status. 
Key Dates: Oct. 2 vs. LSU; Oct. 30 vs. Florida (in Jacksonville); Nov. 
13 at Auburn 


dangerous Perkins, who returned three punts into the end 
zone against UCLA last season, is looking to break the NCAA 
Career punt-return touchdown record. And, when Perkins 
isn't on special teams, he lines up as a starting cornerback 
on defense, where he tallied three interceptions and 51 
tackles in 2003 

Disruptive Forces: The Sooners’ defensive line may 
vave lost All-America defensive tackle Tommie Harris, 
but have no fear, Dan Cody and Dusty Dvoracek are 
still here. The dominating duo combined for 33 tackles 
for loss and 17 sacks last season. Dvoracek may see 
more double teams this season without Harris lined up 
next to him, but Cody and Jonathan Jackson should 
ease that burden 

Key Dates: Oct. 9 vs. Texas (in Dallas); Oct. 16 at Kansas 

tate; Nov. 13 vs. Nebraska 


Breaking Out: Talk about first impressions! As a freshman last 
season, Justin Vincent gained more than 1,000 yards on the 
ground and torched the vaunted Oklahoma defense for 117 yards 
and a touchdown on only 16 carries in the Sugar Bowl. 
Vincent should build on that confidence and establish himself 
as an All-American in 2004. 

Positive Switch: Corey Webster was a wide receiver when 
he first put on a Tigers uniform. Then, before his sophomore 
year, he was moved to cornerback, and he hasn't looked 
back since. Webster intercepted seven passes in each of the 
past two seasons, and culminated LSU's championship run with 
a First-Team All-America selection. And the guy on the other 
side of the secondary, Travis Daniels, isn't too shabby either, 
as he tied for the national lead with 26 pass breakups. 

Key Dates: Sept. 18 at Auburn; Oct. 2 at Georgia; Oct. 9 
at Florida 


POLLACK: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA; PERKINS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA; 


SPEARS: COURTESY LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
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5. FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES Intact: Florida State’s entire offensive line returns in 2004, 
2003: 10-3, 7-1 ACC; Lost to Miami, 16-14, in and the strongest part of this unit is at tackle. Seniors Alex ‘ fa3™ 
FedEx Orange Bowl Barron and Ray Willis just may be the nation’s top tackle duo. | 
Head Coach: Bobby Bowden (29th year: Barron was a consensus All-American last season, and 
269-67-4; Career: 342-99-4} Willis could easily join him this year. Also, center David 2 \ A) 
Top All-America Candidates: Sr. T Alex Barron: Castillo is an all-conference performer who can stabilize the : ’ we _ TIRES ~ ee, 
So. CB Antonio Cromartie; Sr. DE Eric Moore: middle of any team’s defense. ' ily hea: NSIS: 
Sr. QB Chris Rix; Sr. WR Craphonso Thorpe Next in Line: Ase Deion Sanders to Terrell Buckley to Samari Rolle, i JET PM AT 11 be Di | 2 
One-Two Punch: The Seminoles possess one the Seminoles have produced a number of great cornerbacks over WT: 4 f} RN wy Nea 
of the most underrated >-f) “he > ee nee 8 FESHETE, 
hese: weenie the nioeky Well, remember the name Antonio Cromartie. The 5 GAMES 1N TWEER A: we 
‘ountry in seniors Chri and Craphonso sophomore was the 2002 USA Today high school Defensive ; este AS 
Thorpe. Rix is the school's second-ranked all-time Player of the Year and broke out last season with his 71-yard \ ‘ ing > Sy » 
passer with 7,525 yards. Thorpe, who was the ACC interception return for a touchdown against Duke. Teamed with Fee, 
sprint champion in track in 2003, has recovered fellow corner Bryant McFadden, a shutdown corner in his own A (EIS 9 
from a broken leg and should once again be right, the Seminoles will be a dangerous team to throw against. , {F4 de a a 
torching opposing defenses down the field Key Dates: Sept. 6 at Miami; Sept. 25 vs. Clemson; Oct. 30 at Maryland 4 Ves gi “3 Cy, 

, jag Tf i 2 | a a 


plenty of the football as Parrish’s speed naturally spreads out opposing 
defenses down field. 

The Pipeline: The one area of defense that never runs dry for Miami is on 
the front line. Year after year, the Hurricanes churn out All-American 
after All-American. And this season won't be any different with tackles Orien 


Roscoe 
Parrish 


State, 16-14, in FedEx Orange Bowl 

Head Coach: Larry Coker (4th year: 

35-3; Career: 35-3) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. DT 

Orien Harris; So. WR Ryan Moore; Jr. 

WR Roscoe Parrish; Sr. CB Antre! Rolle; Jr. 
T Eric Winston 

A New Plan: With the Hurricanes beginning 
play in the ACC this season, one thing their 

new conference cohorts will have to figure 

Out is how to stop receivers Ryan Moore and 
Roscoe Parrish...well, at least how to contain 
them. Moore, a Freshman All-American in 2003 
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Harris and Santonio Thomas plugging up the middle. Each monster stands : if. rt * ~~ STA 3 EA. Mk AS ine » te, @ 
6-4 and weighs more than 300 pounds. They effectively stop the run and | , Ls | mene 

contain opponents’ offensive lines enough to open plenty of sack 

Opportunities for their fellow linemates. 

Mr. Versatility: Eric Winston came to Miami asa tight end. After one season, 

he was moved to left tackle and instantly became the starter. Not only that, 

he earned First-Team All-Big East honors in 2003. Winston’s athleticism is 

such that he could probably start anywhere along the front line and achieve | . ; 
# the same honors. But a second consecutive season at left tackle should pull | * 

in All-American status. 

Key Dates: Sept. 6 vs. Florida State: Nov. 6 vs. Clemson; Dec. 4 vs. 
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who led the team in receiving yards, will see Virginia Tech | | All r “Ta V/s i UNT. 
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7. MICHIGAN WOLVERINES filled with question marks, linebackers Lawrence Reid oes 


2003: 10-3, 7-1 Big Ten; Lost to USC, 28-14, in Rose 
Bowl presented by Citi 

Head Coach: Lloyd Carr (10th year: 86-29: Career: 86-29) 
Top All-America Candidates: Sr. WR Braylon Edwards; 
Sr. CB Marlon Jackson; Jr. LB Pierre Woods: Jr. $ 


and Pierre Woods, the Wolverines’ top two tacklers a 
season ago, are always around to pick up the slack. 
Reid paced the defensive attack with 82 tackles, and 
Woods, a converted defensive end, led the squad in 
tackles for loss and sacks. Speaking of converting, 


NTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF 

WINNING. OFEN ONIYTO CURRENT LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 48 CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WHO ARE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. Void where prohibited by vag ha 
‘onal ‘od beains 12:01:01 am ET on 8/2/04 and ends 11:59:59 pm ET on 11/15/04. Enter by re 
ead railing Official Entry Form found at any participating Cooper Tire dealership during such dealers : 
Sea odians hours or enter online at www.ultimatebowltour.com. Limit one entry per day per person, mae 


COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI: 


Ernest Shazor; Jr. LB Lawrence Reid 

Edwards Sure Hands: If a football is thrown Braylon 
Edwards’ way, he is most sure to catch it. Edwards, 
looking to become the first Big Ten receiver in history to 
amass three 1,000-yard seasons, leads an outstanding group 
as pass catchers. While defenses will tend to focus 
on Edwards, look for junior Jason Avant and speedy 
sophomore Steve Breaston to take full advantage and pad 
the stat sheets under their names. 

Plenty of Protection: Even with the defensive line being 


!'OUCHDOWN ILLUSTRATED 


look for former safety Prescott Burgess to make an impact 
with the linebacking corps. 
Where He Belongs: After a one-year stint at safety, 
Marlon Jackson is once again lining up at cornerback 
after going through a 2003 season marred by injuries. 
Jackson was an All-American at this position two 
years ago and should have no problem returning to the 
form that made him one of the best in the game. 
Key Dates: Sept. 25 vs. lowa: Oct. 9 vs. Minnesota; 
Nov. 20 at Ohio State 

CONTINUED 


MOORE: COURTESY FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY: PARRISH: 


EDWARDS: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


. Prizes: 1 Grand Prize of an Ultimate Bowl Tour vacation 
sesiobire, sap esiihes cri bagel of age or older); 25 First Prizes of one certificate good 
‘aig tof four bad er Tires; and 50 Second Prizes of one ESPN Game Day Football Jersey. Approximate 
be pelo Fall me $50 706. See complete Official Rules for terms and conditions of prizes. Odds of 
— de d a number of eligible entries received. Sponsor's dealers, owners of Sponsor's dealers, 
air se rhea tS onsor, ESPN, Inc., each of their respective dealers, prize sponsors, and any of their 
sein Hest 4 aa subsidiary companies, and advertising, promotional, and fulfillment agencies, as well as 
parents, oi eg ‘l (spouse, mother, father, sister, brother, daughter, or son, regardless of where they live) 
ry oh a pete a te naire of their households (whether related or not) are not eligible. ESPN, Inc. is not 
3 ‘ond ares onsor of Sponsor or Sponsor's products. Sponsor: Cooper Tire & Rubber Company, 701 Lima 
ak > Findle “ Ohio 45840. SWEEPSTAKES SUBJECT TO COMPLETE OFFICIAL RULES, AVAILABLE AT 
yee UTICIPATING DEALERS’ LOCATIONS AND ONLINE AT WWW.ULTIMATEBOWLTOUR.COM. 


Kirk Herbstreit 


@ NORELCO... 


Every championship season features great talent, determination and inspired coaching. It 


By Michael Bradley 


also has that one game, that one close shave, which stands out as a thrilling near-miss. 


Here are three such games from three title 


1969: Texas 15, Arkansas 14 

How big was this one? Well, President Nixon traveled to rainy 
Fayetteville to watch top-ranked Texas take on No. 2 Arkansas. 
When Arkansas’ quarterback Bill Montgomery hit Chuck Dicus 
with a 29-yard touchdown pass in the third quarter, Arkansas had 
a 14-0 lead and looked comfortable. But back came Texas. 
Quarterback James Street ripped off a 42-yard scoring run, and 
Texas converted the two-point play to trim the gap to 
14-8. With 7:58 to play, Texas faced a fourth-and-three from its 
Own 43. Instead of trying the run--Texas led the nation on the 
ground with their vaunted wishbone--Street surprised Arkansas by 
hitting tight end Randy Peschel with a razor-sharp 44-yard pass. 
Two plays later, Jim Bertelsen scored on a two-yard run. Happy 
Feller’s extra-point conversion made it 15-14, and Tom 
Campbell's late interception preserved the win. Less than a 
month later, on New Year's Day, Texas upended Notre Dame, 
21-17, to finish a perfect 11-0 and take the national title. 


1975: Oklahoma 28, Missouri 27 

Oklahoma had won the national championship in 1974 and were 
top-ranked heading into November the following year, before 
stumbling against Kansas. But there was still time for Oklahoma 
to revitalize and hope for a number-one ranking, if OU could 
beat Missouri and Nebraska to finish the season. Everybody 
expected the meeting with Nebraska to be a doozy, but the game 
against Mizzou was as close as a blade can get to your face. 
Although Oklahoma bolted to a 20-0 lead, thanks to the use of an 
unbalanced line formation that confounded the Missouri, Missouri 
barreled back with four Straight touchdowns. Although Mizzou 
kicker Tim Gibbons missed the extra point following the fourth 
score, things still looked good for them, leading 27-20. Then 


winners. 


came the lightning. OU halfback Joe Washington took a pitch 
from Steve Davis and cut through Missouri for a 71-yard 
touchdown run with 4:20 to play. Washington then ran over 
Missouri's Kenny Downing for the two-point conversion, giving 
Oklahoma a 28-27 win. A week later. Oklahoma routed Nebraska, 
35-10. On Jan. 1, the OU disposed of Michigan, 14-6, in their Bow! 
Game to earn their second Straight national crown. 


1997: Michigan 28, lowa 24 

It had been a dream until this point. Dismissed by some as 
mediocre and expected to struggle in the conference, much less 
compete for national laurels, Michigan entertained lowa with a 
perfect 5-0 mark and hopes of greatness. By halftime, all of that 
was in jeopardy. lowa held a 21-7 lead and looked poised to cut 
down Michigan. But Michigan wasn’t about to quit. Michigan tied 
the game in the third quarter on a 10-yard scoring pass from 
Brian Griese to Russell Shaw anda one-yard sneak by Griese. lowa 
answered back with a Zach Bromert field goal that made it 24-21 
and set up a dramatic fourth-quarter comeback. With time winding 
down, Griese drove Michigan down the field and then 
calmly hit tight end Jerame Tuman with a two-yard pass in the 
end zone. When Sam Sword intercepted an lowa aerial in 
the final minute, Michigan had a whisker-close 28-24 win and a 
still-perfect record. Nearly two months later, Michigan concluded 
their magical season by gliding into the Bowl Game and whipping 
Washington State to capture a national championship. 


Season after season, Championship teams face these rough 
obstacles at least once. These three games are just an example of 
how dramatic and Satisfying a close shave can be. 


(A NORELCO’ Ultra Close, Ultra Comfortable... Guaranteed! 
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8. UTAH UTES 

2003: 10-2, 6-1 Mountain West; Beat Southern 
Miss, 17-0, in AutoZone Liberty Bowl 

Head Coach: Urban Meyer (2nd year: 10-2: Career: 
27-8) 

Top All-America Candidates: Jr. DT Steve Fifita: 
Sr. FS Morgan Scalley; Jr. QB Alex Smith; Sr. WR 
Paris Warren; So. CB Eric Weddle 

Another Pipp? Much like Lou Gehrig did for Wally 
Pipp, quarterback Alex Smith stepped in for 
injured starter Brett Elliott in the third week of 
the 2003 season and was so impressive that, 
consequently, Elliott didn't see any playing time the 
rest of the year. Smith now enters 2004 as the top 
signal-caller in the Mountain West and Elliott 
has since transferred to D-III Linfield College. 
Don't Forget Paris: The Utes were blessed last 


10. WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAINEERS 
2003: 8-5, 6-1 Big East; Lost to Maryland, 41-7, in 
Gator Bowl 

Head Coach: Rich Rodriguez (4th year: 20-17; 
Career: 65-53-2) 

Top All-America Candidates: Sr. T Tim Brown: Sr 
TB Kay-Jay Harris; Jr. WR Chris Henry; Sr. LB 
Adam Lehnortt; Sr. QB Rasheed Marshall 
Marshall Law: Quarterback Rasheed Marshall 
makes the Mountaineer offense go. The fourth-year 
starter is not only one of the fastest signal-callers 
in the nation, clocking 4.36 seconds in the 40 
during spring drills, but is also pretty adept inthe 
passing attack. His main target is deep threat 
Chris Henry, who gained 1,006 yards and scored 
10 touchdowns on only 41 receptions in 2003. 


CONTINUED 


season with the arrival of wide receiver Paris Warren. The 
transfer from Oregon came to Utah and immediately became 
the No. 1 target in the passing attack. And, after a school-record 
76-catch season, Warren is now the top receiving threat in 
the conference. Also, the depth at the wide receiver position 
is not to be overlooked, as Travis LaTendresse and Steve Savoy 
continue to make big plays. 

Shut Them Down: The Utah defense comes into 2004 having 
shut out their final two opponents of 2003 (BYU and Southern 
Miss). Coordinator Kyle Whittingham is looking to ride the 
momentum of his bend-but-don’t-break defense into this 
season, and he has the horses to do so. The defensive line has 
tough nose guard Steve Fifita clogging up the middle, while 
the secondary is strong and talented with Eric Weddle and 
Morgan Scalley leading the way. 

Key Dates: Oct. 2 at New Mexico; Oct. 30 at San Diego State; 
Nov. 20 vs. BYU 


Secret to Success: While West Virginia has a plethora of skill 
players, it's the experience of their offensive line that gives them 
the time to execute those amazing plays. After missing last 
season with an Achilles tendon injury, three-year starter Tim Brown 
is back and ready to reassume his All-America status. Also, the 
Mountaineers return their five starters from 2003, so opposing 
defenses must beware. 

Filling a Gap: Linebacker Grant Wiley was the heart and soul of 
the Mountaineer defense last year. But his departure to the NFL 
gives middle linebacker Adam Lehnortt the Opportunity to step 
up and become the new leader of the defensive unit. Lehnortt 
suffered with a bum shoulder in the spring, but should regain the 
dominance he showed last season—139 tackles, 13 tackles for 
loss and five sacks—in time for the season opener. 

Key Dates: Sept. 18 vs. Maryland; Nov. 13 vs. Boston College; 
Nov. 25 at Pittsburgh 


Ryan Mattos is a member of the PSP editorial staff. 


SCALLEY: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF UTAH; MCCLESKEY: COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF 


CALIFORNIA/TOM HAUCK; HARRIS: COURTESY WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY 


Sometimes the MVP is easy to spot 
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TRON MAN 


Maryland caught “White Lightning” in a bottle with speedy kick returner Steve Suter BY JON COOPER 


VERY SPECIAL 
RETURNERS 


There's no play more 
potentially magical than the 
Kick return. Here are five of 
college football's all-time 


best magicians 


Tim Brown, 

Notre Dame (1984-87] 
The 1987 Heisman winner 
and Notre Dame's all-time 
Kick-returns leader 
averaged 23.4 yards per 
Kickoff return. He took 
three kickoffs and three 
punts for scores in his 


four years 


Desmond Howard, 
Michigan (1989-91) 

The 1991 Heisman Trophy 
winner averaged 27.9 yards 
per kickoff and 14.0 yards 
per punt, returning two 
kickoffs and one punt to 


the house. 


Raghib “Rocket” Ismail, 
Notre Dame (1988-90) 
Always ready for takeoff, 
Rocket” returned five 
Kickoffs for touchdowns, 
and was the first player to 
return two kicks for scores 


in two separate games. 


Johnny Rodgers, 
Nebraska (1970-72) 

The 1972 Heisman winner 
took seven punts and nine 
total kicks to pay dirt (both 
NCAA records}. He's best 
remembered for his 
72-yard, broken-field 

TD return in the 1971 
Game of the Century” 


against Oklahoma 


Deion Sanders, 

Florida State (1985-88) 
Prime Time” led the nation 

with a 15.2 yards-per 

return average in 1988 and 

is the Seminoles’ all-time 

punt return leader (1,429 


career yards) —JC 


ETS PTE Me Semen ging = Socdee FE a ess oe 


a 


~ 


Tired of being labeled too small, Suter 
found a way to compensate for that 
lack of height by adding bulk in the 
gym, which has become a home 
away from home for him. 

“| was 126 pounds my 
freshman year in high school, 
so | knew nothing was going 
to come with that if | wanted to 
play at the next level, so | had to 
live in the gym,” he recalled. “| 
put on like 60 pounds in high school, 
then when | came [to the University of Maryland], 
nothing changed. | was still a little guy, so | 
stayed in the gym and tried to put on weight 
and muscle to help defend myself against 
bigger guys.” 

Suter has amazed with the iron as much 
as he has on the gridiron. In earning “Iron 
Terp” honors, he set all-time school 
records for wide receivers with 
a 768 strength 

index, a 580- 

pound squat, a 

42-inch vertical 

jump and a 

352-pound 

clean. That's 

in addition to 
his 4.35 40-yard dash. 

Then there’s his iron will, which was inspired 

by watching his idol, former Detroit Lions running 


or a guy who creates so 
Ens excitement, 
Steve Suter is remark- 
ably light on nicknames. 

“I've heard guys call me p 
‘White Lightning,’ things like “= 
that because I’m a white 
guy with some speed,” said 
the Maryland Terrapins’ 
senior. “| have a bunch 
of nicknames. Everybody 
says a bunch of stuff, but 
nothing sticks.” 

Opposing tacklers can relate, as 
they don't seem able to stick to 
Suter, either. 

Suter is arguably the most 
explosive kick returner in 
college football history, and 
he has become such a threat 
that some opponents prefer 
to simply avoid him and delib- 
erately punt the ball out of bounds. 

Despite a 5-10, 191-pound 
frame (the latter might be 
generous), Suter entered his senior 
season as Maryland's career leader 
in punt return yardage (1,108 yards) 
and was only 84 yards away 
from breaking the ACC career 
record and only 508 from setting 
the NCAA mark, set by Vanderbitt’s 
Lee Nalley (1947-49). back Barry Sanders. 

Suter, originally a running back at North Carroll “| was a running back and he was the best I'd ever 
High School in Manchester, Md., still relies on those skills seen,” Suter said of the 1988 Heisman Trophy winner 
and instincts to navigate in the broken field. and future NFL Hall of Famer. “It’s more like a style. You 

“| feel like I'm still a running back at heart,” he just see that the guy didn’t want to go down, he didn't 
said. “When you get in those return situations, it’s want to get tackled, and | took that into my style.” 
more like being a running back. He’s taken that style to a level that would make 

“Things are moving so fast. You have tobe ableto Sanders proud. 
pick your holes and see things quickly, and a lot of times “Til get down on myself if one person brings me down,” 
break tackles and read blocks.” he said. “| feel like no one other person should be 

After redshirting as a freshman in 2000, then missing able to tackle me by himself. So | try to make sure 
all but four games the next season with a broken hand, _ they work to tackle me every time. If | don’t get tackled 
Suter won the returner job in ‘02. That season, he tied an by two or more guys, | feel like I’ve let my team down.” 
NCAA record by returning four punts for touchdowns and There's got to be a nickname for that. Maybe 
Set a single-season record for most returns with 78 (56 punts “Little Barry.” = 
and 22 kickoffs). He returned two more punts for scores 
last season and began ‘04 one touchdown shy of setting Jon Cooper is a freelance sportswriter living in Atlanta 
the NCAA career record for punt-return touchdowns. anda regular contributor to Touchdown Illustrated. 


Although he started as a running 
back in high school, and is now 
Maryland’s second leading receiver, 
Steve Suter does the most damage 

on special teams. 
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ee 272 WON 10ST 21977 WON 5, L0ST5 M1982 WON, LOST 4 1986 WON 13, LOST 1 


SU Head Coach Dick Yobst Opp 


31 at Towson JV 0 
21 at Gallaudet 14 
55 vs James Madison JV 0 
O at West Point Prep JV 7 
61 vs Johns Hopkins JV 14 
14 vs Princeton Freshman 15 
182 50 


SU Head Coach Dick Yobst OPP 


14 at Glassboro State 28 
10 vs Frostburg State 15 
24 at Bowie State 7 
52 vs Gallaudet 12 
42 at James Madison JV 7 


20 at West Point Prep JV 14 
53 at Georgetown (DC) 13 
54 vs American 6 
23 vs Towson 15 


SU Head Coach Dick Yobst Opp 
27 vs Trenton State 17 
0 vs Glassboro State 7 
7 vs Bowie State 7 
69 at Gallaudet 13 
21 at Frostburg State 14 
14 vs Geogetown (DC) 7 
10 at Towson 27 
14 at Newberry 35 
17 vs James Madison 20 
179 147 


SU Head Coach Dick Yobst OPP 
0 


24 at Trenton State 


14 at Glassboro State 21 
11 at Bowie State 21 
28 at New York Tech 9 
61 vs Jersey City State 20 
33 vs Johns Hopkins 26 
24 vs Washington & Jefferson 21 
15 vs Towson 14 
15 at James Madison 24 
53 vs Frostburg State 30 
278 186 


SU Head Coach Dick Yobst Opp 


20 vs Trenton State 16 
19 vs Glassboro State 31 
21 vs Bowie State 20 
20 at Frostburg State 6 
47 at Jersey City State 21 
37 at Johns Hopkins 8) 
30 vs Kean O 
3 at Towson 21 
36 vs James Madison 38 
13. at Shepherd 30 
61 vs Inter-American” 0 
307 183 
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1979 WON 6, LOST 3 


SU _ Head Coach Bill Yeagle Opp 


7 vs Randolph-Macon 12 
21 at Glassboro State 20 
26 at Catholic 6 
16 vs Frostburg State 6 
14 vs Hampden-Sydney 7 
16 at Trenton State 18 
21 vs Lock Haven 14 

9 at Kean 7 
10. vs Millersville 63 

140 153 
SU Head Coach Bill Yeagle Opp 
27 at Delaware State 18 
10 vs Glassboro State 0 
28 at Hampden-Sydney 13 

O at Frostburg State 38 
31 vs Catholic 7 
14 at Bowie State 14 
13 vs Trenton State 10 
13° vs Kean 7 
38 vs District of Columbia 14 
33 at Millersville 40 
21 at West Chester 23 

228 184 
SU_ Head Coach Bill Yeagle Opp 

6 at Glassboro State 12 
6 vs Bowie State 7 
19 vs Frostburg State 30 
20 at Guilford 29 
9 at Trenton State 20 
19 at Kean 27 
10 at District of Columbia 9 
13. vs Delaware State 7 
13 vs West Chester 51 


Year-by-Year Results 


SU Head Coach Dick Yobst OPP SU Head Coach 
15 vs Randolph-Macon 3 Mike McGlinchey 
14 at Glassboro State 24 7 vs Glassboro State 
17 vs Delaware State 18 37 at Bowie State 
14 vs Frostburg State 11 21 at Frostburg State 
35 at Trenton State 16 O vs Guilford 
27 at James Madison 42 54 at William Patterson 
28 at Kean 16 30 vs Pace 
24 vsSouthem Connecticut St. 27 17 vs Kean 
21 vs Towson 20 37 vs District of Columbia 
O vs Shepherd 26 0 at Dayton 
195 203 203 
SU _ Head Coach Dick Yobst OPP SU Head Coach 
14 at Randolph-Macon 0 Mike McGlinchey 
7 vs Glassboro State 9 19 at Glassboro State 
20 vs Georgetown (KY) 33 38 vs Randolph-Macon 
29 at Frostburg State 0 29 vs Frostburg State 
13. vs James Madison 9 25 vs Cortland State 
13 vs Trenton State 7 23 vs William Patterson 
28 at Lock Haven 30 20 at Pace 
42 vs Kean 0 13 at Kean 
O at Towson 27 10. at Guilford 
26 at Millersville 35 21 at Cheyney 
192 150 23 vs Widener 


16 at Carnegie Mellon* 
21 vs Union” 


258 


1984 WON 6, LOST 3 


SU Head Coach 
Mike McGlinchey 
7 vs CW Post 
34 at Randolph-Macon 
17 at Frostburg State 


16 at District of Columbia 


34 vs Glassboro State 
42 vs Trenton State 
49 vs Kean 

21 vs Guilford 

16 at Widener 


236 


SU Head Coach 
Mike McGlinchey 
13. at CW Post 
42 vs Randolph-Macon 
23 vs Frostburg State 


42 vs District of Columbia 


40 at Glassboro State 

37 at Trenton State 

49 at Kean 

62 vs Ramapo 

43 at Brockport State 

44 vs Ferrum 

35 vs Carnegie Mellon’ 
6 at Gettysburg" 
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17 
16 
48 
30 
28 
48 
13 
45 
63 
21 
34 
31 
44 
3 
441 


1987 WON 7, LOST 2 


SU 
17 
14 
40 
39 
20 
63 
22 
45 
45 
305 


Head Coach 

Mike McGlinchey 

vs CW Post 16 
at Ferrum 14 
at Frostburg State 9 
at District of Columbia 10 
vs Glassboro State 7 
at Buffalo State 6 
vs Montclair State 6 
at Ramapo 7 
vs Wesley 13 
vs Mercyhurst 14 
at Emory & Henry* 20 
at Susquehanna* 17 
at Ithaca* 40 
vs Augustana* 31 


Head Coach Joe Dailey OPP 


at CW Post 14 
vs Ferrum 15 
vs Frostburg State 3 
vs District of Columbia 6 
at Glassboro State 15 
at Wesley ) 
at Montclair State 30 
vs Buffalo State 12 
at Mercyhurst 32 

127 


1988 WON 6, LOST 3 


SU 
27 
13 
24 
52 
21 
75 
15 
17 
29 
273 


1985 WON 10, LOST 2 1989 WON 2, LOST 6, TIED 1 


SU 
0 
3 

10 
3 
9 

20 
27 
46 
14 
132 


Head Coach Joe Dailey OPP 


vs CW Post 24 
at Ferrum 24 
at Frostburg State 17 
at District of Columbia 20 
vs Glassboro State 33 
vs Wesley 6 
vs Montclair State 20 
vs Western Connecticut St. 10 
at Guilford 26 

180 


Head Coach Joe Dailey OPP 


at CW Post 20 
vs Ferrum 52 
vs Frostburg State 35 
vs Shepherd 14 
at Glassboro State 9 
at Montclair State 47 
vs Hampden-Sydney 31 
at Western Connecticut St 28 
at Davidson 13 

249 


1993 WON 2, LOST 7 


Head Coach 

Joe Rotellini 

at Trenton State 
vs Methodist 

vs Frostburg State 
at Rowan 

at Newport News 
at Wesley 

vs Albany State 
at CW Post 

vs Guilford 


2001 WON 4, LOST 6 
1997 WON 3, LOST 6 


SU 


—_ — 


Nm ho 


— 
— 
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Year-by-Year Results 


Head Coach OPP 
Joe Rotellini 
at Ursinus 12 
at Delaware Valley 14 
vs Frostburg State 16 
vs Methodist 29 ot 
at Chowan 17 
at College of New Jersey 35 
at Western Maryland 11 
at Wesley 28 
vs William Paterson 14 
176 


Head Coach Head Coach OPP SU Head coace OPP 
Joe Rotellini Joe Rotellini Joe Rote ini ms 
vs CW Post 20 vs Trenton State 35 38 vs Ursinus 
at Ferrum 18 at Methodist 21 28 at eos . * 
at Frostburg State 17 at Frostburg State 46 7 at Met e. ~ 
at Shepherd 35 vs Chowan 2 14 at Frostburg State e 
Glassboro State 25 vs Newport News 22 10 vs Chowan = 
a Wag 47 vs Wesley 49 14. vs College of New Jersey 4 
at Wagner : 
vs Menieian State 20 at Albany 44 24 vs ee ae 2 
at Hampden-Sydney 16 at Catholic 41 “A : este ar) as 
¥ ilford 40 at Ferrum 
anata os ve Ba ema 300 45 at William Paterson 52 
3 213 252 
1991 WON 1, LOST 9 1995 WON 7, LOST 3 1999 WON 2, LOST 7 
OPP 
h SU Head Coach 
eget Joe Rotellini SU Head wa : OPP 
at CW Post 3 at Trenton State 22 corte 00 i 
vs Methodist 34 vs Methodist 19 2 vs A io ie = 
vs Frostburg State 35 vs Frostburg State 28 21 vs Ms re) si * 3 
vs Guilford 21 at Chowan 6 3 at ome O - 
at Glassboro State 22 at Newport News - re : _ = ~ 
2 le 2 a 2 
_ 4: a ai State 2 * Shang 24 14. at College of New Jersey ; : 
ir no . + 
- Albany State 12 vs Catholic 2 7 re abies ; t 
N t News 49 vs Sue Bennett 15 3 vs Ferru : a 
witty 10 vs Albright# 20 22 vs Frostburg State 2 
sabe 231 224 126 238 
WON 2. LOST 7 #ECAC Southwest Championship 2000 WON 5, LOST 5 
1992 ; 
h 1996 WON 4, LOST 5 SU Head Coach OPP 
ee Sherman Wood 
ee fever SU Head Coach OFF 18 at Newport News 20 
vasa ites Joe Rotellini 28 vs. William Paterson 7 
at Methodist 40 vs Delaware Valley 0 x i khetende 7 
at Frostburg State 14 vs College of New Jersey - MS ES alae 78 
ae 25° at Metioe 4: 52 at Shenandoah 6 
vs Rowan 3 at Frostburg State 8 ty eChowen" 7 
Nei 3 8 at Catholic 6 13 vs. College of New Jersey 20 
at Albany State 23 vs Chowan 0 gig Bee, _" 
Xs eee 7..NS Wesley aa 7 at Ferrum* 36 
br ag 17 vs Bethany spd 18 vs. Frostburg State” 8 
51 at Sue Bennett 10 250 182 
191 161 * 


SU Head Coach OPP 
Sherman Wood 
21 at Christopher Newport 6 
13 at William Paterson 26 
27 vs. Methodist 28 
16 at Greensboro 22 
42 at Chowan (ot) 35 
17 vs. New Jersey 27 
31 vs. Newport News” 0 
10 at Wesley* 56 
24 vs. Ferrum (ot) 17 
27 vs. Frostburg State” R (ot) 30 
228 247 


* Atlantic Central Fooball Conference 
Game 

R played at RFK Stadium in 
Washington, D.C. 


1998 WON 3, LOST 7 2002 WON 9, LOST 2 


SU Head Coach OPP 
Sherman Wood 
20 vs Christopher Newport 13 


55 vs William Paterson 18 
45 at Methodist 20 
23 vs Greensboro 18 
41 at Gallaudet 12 
35 vs Chowan 7 
31 at Newport News * 6 
22 vs Wesley ”* 19 
30. at Ferrum 13 

7 vs. Frostburg State* T 37 

O at King’s ** 28 
309 191 


** NCAA Playoffs ee 
T played at Towson University Stadium 


SU Head Coach OPP 
Sherman Wood 


54 vs. Catholic 20 
37 at William Paterson 6 
28 at Greensboro 17 
44 at Chowan 3 
21 at Kean 0 
31 vs Newport News * 6 
34 at Wesley * 26 
22 vs Shenandoah 23 
14 vs. Frostburg State *T 15 
285 116 


* Atlantic Central Football Conference 
T played at Towson University Stadium 


Most Points Scored 
Game 36 Mike Coppa at Ithaca, 12-6-86 


36 Byron Pugh vs Wesley, 10-22-94 
Season 132 Mike Coppa, 1986 
Career 264 Mike Coppa, 1984-87 


Most Touchdowns 
Game 6 Mike Coppa at Ithaca, 12-6-86 


6 Byron Pugh vs Wesley, 10-22-94 
Season 22 Mike Coppa, 1986 
Career 44 Mike Coppa, 1984-87 


Most Points After Touchdown 

Game 9 Jack Young vs Gallaudet, 1974 
9 Bill Maurer vs Wesley, 1 1-8-86 
9 Bill Maurer vs Wesley, 10-17-87 

Season 55 Bill Maurer, 1986 

Career 150 Bill Maurer, 1984-87 


Most Consecutive Points After TD 
39 Bill Maurer, 11-1-86 to 9-26-87 


Most Field Goals Made 
Game 3 Bill Maurer vs Frostburg, 9-28-85 
Bill Maurer vs Ithaca, 12-6-86 


Brock Boland v. She 
Ken Olson, 1980 
Larry Schreideggar, 1983 
Bill Maurer, 1986 
George Mayer, 1995 
Career 23 Ken Olson, 1977-80 


Most Field Goal Attempts 
Game 4 Bill Maurer vs UDC, 9-29-84 
4 Bill Maurer vs Frostburg, 9-28-85 


Season 


WOO OWwWwWw 


4 George Mayer vs Catholic, 11-4-95 


Longest Field Goal Made 
53 Ken Olson at Kean, 10-22-77 


Most Rushing Attempts 

Game 37 Mike Coppa vs Mercyhurst, 
11-14-87 

Season 245 Mike Coppa, 1986 

Career 531 Mike Coppa, 1984-87 


Most Net Yards Gained 

Game 302 Levi Shade vs Frostburg, 11-15-75 
Season 1,812 Mike Coppa, 1986 

Career 3,649 Levi Shade, 1973-76 


Highest Average Gain Per Rush 
Career 6.92 Levi Shade, 1973-76 


(Min: 100 rushes) 


Longest Run From Scrimmage 


99 Reggie Boyce vs Chowan, 
10-7-00 


(Rushing and Passing Combined) 


Most Yards 
Season 2,079 Len Annetta, 1993 
Career 6,073 Robb Disbennett, 1982-85 


Most rieys 
Season 380 David Doy, 1995 
Career 1,168 Len Annetta, 1990-93 


20 


George Mayer v Chowan, 10-12-96 
nandoah, 11-8-03 


Individual Records 


Most Passes Attempted 


Game 56 Len Annetta vs Rowan, 10-10-92 


Season 328 Len Annetta, 1993 
Career 990 Len Annetta, 1990-93 


Most Passes coeipneted 

Game 30 Len Annetta vs Rowan, 10-10-92 
Season 176 David Doy, 1995 

Career 480 Len Annetta, 1990-93 


Most Yards Gained 


Game 437 Len Annetta vs Guilford, 11-13-93 


Season 2,087 Len Annetta, 1993 
Career 5,817 Len Annetta, 1990-93 


Most Touchdown Passes 


Game 5 Len Annetta vs Guilford, 11-13-93 


Season 19 Robb Disbennett, 1985 
Career 45 Robb Disbennett, 1982-85 


Most Passes Had Intercepted 

Game 5 Tony Hartman vs Kean, 10-24-81 
Season 17 Tony Bell, 1981 

Career 40 Len Annetta, 1990-93 


Most Consecutive Passes Completed 
16 Robb Disbennett vs Randolph- 
Macon, 9-15-95 


Highest Completion Percentage 
Season 63.9 Robb Disbennett, 1984 
Career 59.5 David Doy, 1992-95 


Note: Disbennett still holds the NCAA post-sea- 


son record for Highest Completion Percentage in 


a single game (.900, 18 of 20 vs. Carnegie- 
Mellon on Nov. 19, 1983). 


wongest Pass Sommnetion 


89-TD Tony Bell to Chuck Hebron, vs 
Frostburg, 9-29-79 


Most Receptions 


Game 12 Charlie Whalen vs Albany, 10-31-92 


Season 63 Charlie Whalen, 1992 
Career 128 Charlie Whalen, 1990-93 


Most Yards Gained 


Game 159 Freddy Grant vs Guilford, 11-13-93 


159 Chris Holston at Ferrum, 9-20-86 
Season 954 Chris Holston, 1986 
Career 1,688 Chuck Hebron, 1979-81 


Most Touchdown Receptions 


Game 3 Ryan Brooks at W. Paterson 11-13-98 
3 Shawn Powell at Methodist, 9-19-92 


3 John Harris vs Kean, 10-20-84 
Season 8 Chuck Hebron, 1981 

8 Chris Holston, 1985 
Career 19 Chuck Hebron, 1979-81 


Most Consecutive Games With A Reception 


25 Freddy Grant, 10-16-93 to 11-18-95 


Interceptions 


Most Interceptions 
Game 3 Tim Jones at Chowan, 10-7-95 
3 Eric Hill vs Guilford, 11-13-93 
3 Jay Jefferson at Catholic, 9-22-79 
3 Frank Shumaker v Frostburg, 1975 
Season 7 John Baugher, 1986 
Career 13 John Baugher, 1986-89 


Most Return Yards 

Game 90 Milo Austin vs CNJ, 10-13-01 
Season 130 Milo Austin, 2001 

Career 131 Sherman Wood, 1980-83 


Highest Return Average 
Season 37.6 John Watson, 1973 


Most Interception Returns For TD 
Season 3 John Watson, 1973 
Career 3 John Watson, 1973 

3 Tony Hill, 1994-98 


Longest Interception Return 
90-TD Milo Austin vs CNJ, 10-13-01 


Most Punts 


Game 12 Dan Gregory at Guilford, 10-3-92 
Season 67 Ken Olson, 1980 
Career 160 Rick Nistler, 2001-03 


Most Yards 
Season 2,290 Rick Nistler, 2003 
Career 5,931 Rick Nistler, 2001-03 


Highest Average 

Game 49.3 Bill Maurer at Trenton, 10-19-85 
Season 39.5 Rick Nistler, 2003 

Career 38.4 Chuck Burns, 1974 


Longest Punt 
69 Bill Maurer at Trenton, 10-19-85 


Most Returns 

Game 6 Jimmy Jones vs Hampden-Sydney, 
10-6-79 

Season 26 Fred Bess, 1978 

Career 70 Fred Bess, 1977-80 


Most Yards 

Game 125 Mike Coppa vs C.W. Post, 9-13-86 
Season 283 Brian Doyle, 1996 

Career 845 Brian Doyle, 1995-98 


Highest Return Average 

Season 96.0 Marvin Robbins 1 return, 1987 
17.2 John Baugher, 4 returns, 1987 

Career 11.3 Brian Doyle, 1995-98 


Most Punt Returns For Touchdown 
Career 2 Jim Watson, 1973-76 
2 Mike Coppa, 1984-87 


Longest Punt Return 
96-TD Marvin Robbins at Wesley, 10-17-87 


Kickoff Returns 


Most Returns 
Game 6 Freddy Grant at C.W. Post, 11-6-93 
6 Brian Doyle vs Wesley, 10-26-96 
6 Robert Staley at Wesley, 10-27-01 
Season 25 Pierre Copes, 1990 
Career 48 Pierre Copes, 1990-91 


Most Yards 

Game 178 Freddy Grant at C.W. Post, 11-6-93 
Season 576 Jim Watson, 1973 

Career 1,204 Tony Hill, 1995-98 


Highest Return Average 
Season 53.2 John Cooksey, 1989 
Career 33.4 Jim Watson, 1973-76 


Most Kickoff Return For Touchdown 
Season 2 Tony Hill, 1998 
2 Jim Watson, 1973 


Career 4 Tony Hill, 1994-98 
Longest Kickoff Return 
98-T 


Tony Hill vs Chowan, 10-8-94 


Team Records 


Games Won 


Most Wins in a Season 
13 1986 (including postseason) 
10 1986 (regular season only) 


Most Consecutive Wins 
13 1986 


Most Consecutive Wins in the Regular Season 
20 1985 (vs Randolph-Macon) to 
1987 (at C.W. Post) 


Most Consecutive Wins at Home 
11 1985 (vs Randolph-Macon) to 
1986 (vs Mercyhurst) 


Most Consecutive Wins on the Road 
11 1986 (at Ferrum) to 1987 (at Wesley) 


Points Overcome to Win a Game 
3 1984 at Randolph-Macon (SU trailed 
33-0 in second period and came back 
to win 34-33, tying the NCAA 
Division III record set by 
Wisconsin-Platteville in 1980) 


Most Losses in a Season 
9 1991 


Most Consecutive Losses 
9 1991 (vs Frostburg State) to 
1992 (vs C.W. Post) 


Most Consecutive Losses at Home 
9 1991 (vs Frostburg State) to 
1992 (vs Kean) 


Most Consective Losses on the Road 
11 1992 (at Albany) to 1994 (at Guilford) 


Fewest Losses in a Season 
1 1983 (10-1-1) and 1986 (13-1) 


Fewest Losses in the Regular Season 
0 1983 (9-0-1) and 1986 (10-0) 


JERRY SHORT 
Scored 78 points in 1988 


Most Attempts ; 
Game ve at Jersey City State, 10-8-76 
Season 757-1986 


Most Net Yards Gained : 
Game 563 vs Frostburg State, 11-15-75 
Season 4036-1986 


Most Yards Gained by Opponent 
Game 473 at Albany, 10-31-92 
Season 2,588-1994 


Fewest Net Yards Allowed 
Game 15 at Wesley, 11-1-03 


Most Attempts 
Game 5e vs Rowan, 10-10-92 
Season 361-1993 


Most Yards Gained 
Game 437 vs Guilford, 11-13-93 
Season 2,311-1993 


st Yards Gained by Opponent 
wane 649 at C.W. Post, 11-6-93 
Season 2,120-1993 


Most Points Scored 

Game 75 vs Wesley, 10-15-88 

Season 395-1985 (regular season) 
441-1986 (including postseason) 


Most Points Scored by Opponent 
Game 71 at Rowan, 10-9-93 
Season 310-1992 


Fewest Points Scored 
Season 113-1997 


Fewest Points Scored by Opponent 
Season 102-1983, 1986 (regular season) 


st Points Scored, Both Teams 
pee: 97 W. Paterson, 52, SU 45, 11-13-98 


est Points Scored, Both Teams 3 
re isi 7 Glassboro St 7, SU O, 9-21-74 


Most Shutouts r s6n) 
3-1978 (regular season 
Season 3-1976 (including postseason) 


Most Shutouts by Opponents 
Season 2-1982 


Most Touchdowns 

Game 11 vs Wesley, 10-15-88 

Season 56-1985 (regular season) 
61-1985 (including postseason) 


Most Touchdowns Rushing 
Game 9 vs Wesley, 10-15-88 
Season 48-1986 (including postseason) 


ost Touchdowns Passing 
cane 5vs Guilford, 11-13-93 
5 vs Kean, 10-20-84 
Season 16-1993 (regular season) 
19-1985 (including postseason) 


Largest Margin of Victory 
69 eSU 75, Wesley 6, 10-15-88 


Largest Margin of Defeat 
64 Ocean 70, SU 6, 11-14-92 


Most Consecutive Games Scoring 
65 first game of 1983 vs Glassboro to last game 
of 1988 at Guilford 


TONY ELLIS 
Ranks second in 
career rushing yards 


TONY HILL 
Career leader in kickoff return 
yards and TDs 


21 
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Football Athletic Training staff, front row 


THE OPTIMIST (REED 
PROMISE YOURSELF 


* To be so strong that nothing can disturb your 
peace of mind. 


* To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every 
person you meet. 


* To make all your friends feel that there is some 
thing in them. 


* To look at the sunny side of everything and make 
your optimism come true. 


* To think only of the best, to work only for the 
best and expect only the best. 


* To be just as enthusiastic about the success of 
others as you are about your own. 


* To forget the mistakes of the past and press on 
to the greater achievements of the future. 


* To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and 
give every living creature you meet a smile. 


* To give so much time to the improvement of 
yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 


* To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, 
too strong for fear and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble. 


(I-r): Erin Stanton, Jen Tolson, 
Ken Ritchey, Pat Lamboni, Brian Sherman, Will Lawhorn. 
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IKE UD TIMISI CLUB 
SALISBURY, MARYLAND 


TIMI, 
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“FRIEND OF YOUTH” 


MEETING TIMES 
DINNER: 
2nd & 4th Wednesday « 6-8 PIV 
LUNCH: 
Ist, 3rd & Sth Wednesday * Noon - 1 PM 


For Additional Information Write To: 
P.O. Box 744 
Salisbury, MD 21803-0744 


Laura Marinaro, Megan Ellzy. Back row (I-r): Nick Williams, 


THE OPTIMIST 
CLUB SUPPORTS: 


* Wicomico County Pre-Minor/Minor Girls Softball 
* Youth Appreciation Week 

* Optimist Oratorical Contest 

* Five High School Senior Scholarships 

* Wor-Wic Community College Scholarship 

* Optimist Sea Gull Basketball Classic (SU) 

* Optimist “Respect for Law” Program 

* Optimist Junior Golf 

* Salvation Army Optimist Baseball League 

* Just Say No - DARE Program 


Secondary Projects: 
* East Wicomico Little League 
* Colt and Palomino Baseball Leagues 
* Wicomico County Youth Volleyball 
* Summer Youth Basketball 
* Christian Shelter 
* Joseph House 
* Maple Shade Youth and Family Services 


* Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership Seminar 


Casual Waterfront Dining 


Award-Winning 
American-Style Menu 


Fresh Seafood at Its Best 
e 


Three Upscale Bars with DJs 
and Live Bands 


Wednesday-Saturday 


= 

NFL Sunday Ticket 
The Only Place for College 

Gameday Package 
es 
502 W. Main St. 

(Just past the drawbridge) 

Salisbury, MD « 410-677-6757 


HOME OFFICE LOCATED IN SALISBURY, MARYLAND = 
Call 1-800-492-1205 or visit our Web site at www.peninsulainsurance.com | 
FOR AN AGENT NEAR YOU : 


| RATED “A” FOR EXCELLENT BY A.M. BEST, 


wet MARK S. HOLLOWAY 
4 CRB, GRI, Vice President 
Eastern Shore Regional Manager 


Direct Dish (443) 523-1409 
Office: (410) SAG 2211 
Toll Pree: (800) 842-5704 
Pax: ($105 3343794 


Mobile: (410) 736-7717 
se Regional Office 

1345 Mt. Hermon Read 
Salisbury, MD 21504 
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Mike Schneider 
Sot Box AS4% 


Salisherv, ME: 2803-25 
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Patrons 


SUNY-Brockport 


The Sea Gulls would like to thank each of the patrons listed below OM Pt Ag see pd Pee oka: a 
f th : 1 Shannon Brinson WR So 6-0 195 Rochester/Spencerport 
or eir support. 2 Troy Anderson* DB Sr 5-8 155 Caledonia/Cal-Mumford 
3 Brent Hersee WR So 5-11 170 E. Bethany/Alexander 
4 Mike Maciejewski WR Fr 6-0 185 Buffalo/Cheektowaga Central 
Irvin and J Ch h 5 A.J. Covella* QB So 6-0 195 rhage fits ea 
une urc . : 6 Tony Peters LB Sr 5-10 205 Rochester/Greece Athena 
- x Tommy and Marlene Fields David and Beverly Cherriman 7 Bob Darnley* Fd 3 4 125 N. ee  Sieces 
ona : ; : 8 Mike Mahoney re) Webster/Webster Schroeder 
and Kathy Richardson _ Rich and Bobbi Tucker Denise Silverman 9 Matt McCormick WR Fr 5-8 165 Peru/Peru Central 
Marcus and Elj B idd : 10 Collin Hoffman K/P So 6-0 180 Oneonta/Oneonta 
inor Briddell Bill and Annette Deming e ndyv T 11 Mike Vitale* LB Jr 5-6 210 Rochester/Churchville-Chili 
Ptiieey Shu wach 6 ynay turner 12 Chet Holcomb* QB So 6-1 185 Portville/Portville 
: 13 Anthony W. Mariani* DE Sr 6-2 220 Milton/Marlboro 
ae herman and Tonya Wood Bobby and Kathy Prichard 14 Matt McKinney DB So 5-7 175 Dansville/Dansville 
an urie n : 16 Matt Miller* DB Ir 5-9 185 Amherst/Amherst 
ones Tommy and Marlene Fields Dave and Mary Hedlesky 17 Adam Lanctot® 2% = se be Petes it weal ont 
Bryan and Bronte Price cS : 19 Joe Pereira LB Jr. 6-2 235 Rochester/Greece Athena 
athy and George Bellarin Service Machine Sho 20 Matt Glynn DB So. 5-10 185 East Rockaway/East Rockaway 
Curtis and Ch | B p, Nc. ?1 Brian Wise* RB Jr. 5-8 175 Newfane/Newfane 
ery yrd Mr. and Mrs. Tim Barnes Tim Quial 22 Matt Berliner LB Sr. 5-9 215 Henrietta/Rush-Henrietta 
Donne! Wood giey 23 Ray Lore” - af 33 ai Startech Rochester 
itS 26 Mitch Carl L : - ochester/Gates-Chili 
Sn George and Sandy Boland Kristi Hedlesky 27 Jon Brown RB I 6-0 225 Rochester/Greece Arcadia 
rvin an i ‘fae aie ae : 28 Rodney Bellinger* RB r. - 18 Fairport/Eairport 
(Ill) and Michelle Church Kevin 92 and Vicki ’97 Miller Chris Grande 30 joe Toombs” ; LB Sr. 5-11 205 Newburgh/Marlboro 
Anne and Mike Myrtle Myron and Reb Willi 34 ee DB per 205 Chadhenenatahn kerk 
e . 34 C i Reiman* £ eektowaga/jonn fF. Kenne 
The Nistler Family - ecca Williams Bob and Bonnie Metzger 35 eee Mearsy LB So. 59 190 Brooktondale/Ithaca ‘ 
; . 36 immy Robertson” r. - 0 Massapequa/ Massapequa 
John R. McCaul dward and Sally Draheim Nan Ellis 37 spotty eae “ “ ph 200 crideny Dame 
CcVUa 38 T Colleluori L O. - 195 Plainview/Centereach 
uley Janet and Perry Bloom 39 Mike Volpe LB So. 6-0 225 Fairport/Fairport 
40 Eric Styer RB Fr. 5-7 170 Baldwinsville/C.W. Baker 
4] Brian Walts DB Fr. 5-10 190 Albany/Albany 
42 Jordan Bennink DB Jr. 5-8 185 Clymer/Clymer Central 
43 Andy Veniskey LB Fr. 5-8 190 Webster/Webster Thomas 
44 John Walther* LB Jr. 5-11 230 Dansville/Dansville 
45 Adam Jones* FB Sr. 5-10 220 Vernon/Vernon Verona Central 
AG John Panek* TE Jr. 6-5 230 Churchville/McQuaid 
A7 Mark Ferry” DB Sr. 6-1 210 Depew/Cheektowaga 
48 Bill Rivers DB Fr. 5-6 155 Schenectady/Colonie Central 
49 Terry Gilmore* LB Sr. 5-11 205 Hilton/Hilton 
50 Tim Weber LB Fr. 5-10 185 Rochester/Gates-Chili 
52 Chris Beh LB Jr. 5-11 225 Webster/Webster 
THE DTIMIST 53 Brad Osborne LB Fr. 6-2 200 Panama/Panama Central 
54 Jeremy Hughes OL So. 6-1 235 Elmira/Elmira Free Academy 
55 Jason Ryan* OT Sr. 6-3 310 Syracuse/Onondaga Central 
(If (UB SUPPORTS: 56 Wes Alberts LB So. 6-1 215 Baldwinsville/C.W. Baker 
° 57 Tim A. Hall OG Fr. 5-8 225 Horseheads/Horseheads 
OC FA N CITY/B ~ RI | : 58 Damien — Be ae bt. Toms a NJ/Toms River South 
: 59 Jake Basher I. ‘ 2 Lancaster/Lancaster 
N ree City, Ocean Pines, Berlin Youth Sports and 60 Ryan Kelly* OL Sr. 6-2 300 Fairport/Fairport 
Ctivities 61 Andy Follaco a - = 250 Rochester/lrondequoit 
TIM * Stephen Decatur Scholarship Program aa = eee OL Sr 6-0 250 Piusford Pittsford: Mendon 
\ S > ¢ WEXL Banquet for Honor Students 65 Chris Battisti a . ot 235 Binghamton/Seton Catholic Central 
¢ Worcester County Perfect Attendance Program - pace aaa as - OT Fy 6-6 aaa pr igon bared Sdebrs 
* Reading Is Fundamental 69 Anthony Pannozzo OT Fr 6-5 350 Hannibal/Hannibal 
* Youth ID - 12 Schools 70 ie Languish ee As ee - Soran tonech :. Central 
71 Thad Loomis O. . orwich/Norwic . 
* Youth Appreciation Week 72 Matt Lazarski LB Fr. 5-10 225 New Windsor/Newburg Free Academy 
+ Optimist Oratorical Contest is yrs hoe aH 38 ef aa oe 
a ontes 75 Mark —— 2 Ir #50 215 Altamont/Guilderland 
ES 76 Matt Case r. - 290 Jamestown/Jamestown 
%,. © The Optimist Club Fund Raisers: 77 Matt _o ; oF oo a; 310 Pittsford/Pittsford Mendon 
€p ly at\© * Seaside Boat Show hs ord Pane | OL Ng a 4 ibe yA corr Schroeder 
, + Scholarship Lottery $100,000 80 Mike W. Davis R Fr. 6-0 165 Williamsville/Williamsville South 
ak ; 8] Mike Calderon* WR Jr. 5-10 175 Eden/Eden 
be FR| F N b (If YOUTH ”? ni bs sas es ee cath hs “8 a 4 ere ace ‘4 
® erate Cra ake oot . " epster ebster scnroedaer 
P 84 Kevin Beaumont QB/WR Jr. 6-0 200 Rochester/W. Irondequoit 
MEETING TIME 85 Mike T. Davis TE Sr. 6-1 215 Rome/Westmoreland 
MEETING TIMES 86 Adam Collister DE Jr 6-4 230 Lewiston/Lewiston Porter 
88 Mike Bond” TE So 6-3 255 Fairport/Fairport 
1st & 3rd Thursday 89 Nate Raggi DE Sr 6-0 220 Niagara Falls/Wheattfield 
90 Lou Pereira DT Jr 6-1 245 Rochester/Greece Athena 
91 Ryan Ballinger DT Ir 6-2 270 Rochester/Gates-Chili 
92 Colin Busse DE So 6-2 230 Niskayuna/Niskayuna 
For Additional Information Write To: 93 Adam Kaleta* DE So 6-3 240 Utica/Proctor 
94 Nate Bowerman ads = a 310 Fated: ant A pied Central 
. 95 Alex Lucci fe) - 245 Binghamton/Seton Catholic Central 
Ocean City, MD 21843 96 Matt Gates” DT Ir 6-2 260 Honeoye Falls/Honeoye Falls 
97 Drew Smith* _ DL Sr 6-5 245 Hamburg/Hamburg 
26 98 Marc Menchetti" K/P Sr. 6-2 210 Tonawanda/Kenmore East 
99 Steve Marriott® DT Jr. 6-4 265 Fairport/Fairport 


* indicates letterwinner 


Head Coach: Rocco Salomone 


Captains: 7 Bob Darnley, 30 Joe Toombs, 44 John Walther 


Around the ACFC 


Standings (through games of Sept. 4) 


Conference 

W-L PCT PF 
Brockport 0-0 000 0 
Salisbury 0-0 000 0 
Wesley 0-0 .000 0 
Frostburg St. 0-0 000 0 
Apprentice 0-0 .000 0 
Buffalo St. 0-0 000 0 


Sept. 4 Scores 

Kean 17, Apprentice 14, OT 
SUNY-Brockport 42, Cortland St. 26 
Salisbury 31, Catholic 14 

Wesley 28, Ferrum 27 

Robert Morris 47, Buffalo State 10 


Offensive Player of the Week 

Bob Darnley (SR) QB, SUNY Brockport 

The senior QB from Niagara Falls, NY, completed 16-of-26 
for 295 yards and two touchdowns as the Golden Eagles 
rallied from a 17-12 halftime deficit to defeat Cortland State 
42-26. 

Honor Roll: Marcus McGriff, Apprentice; Kevin Nelson, 
Wesley; Leroy Satchell, Salisbury 


Defensive Player of the Week 

Rocky Myers (SR) Safety, Wesley 

The senior safety from Bowers Beach, DE, had 17 tackles 
and a key interception with Ferrum driving for the game- 
tying touchdown with less than two minutes left in the third 
quarter. 

Honor Roll: Jamarr Grace, Apprentice; Brad DeHaven, Salisbury. 


Notes from Around the League... 


Sept. 11 Games 

Apprentice at Frostburg St., 1 p.m. 
SUNY-Brockport at Salisbury, 1 p.m. 
Buffalo State at Ithaca, 1 p.m. 


Overall 

PA W-L PCT PF PA 
0 1-0 1.000 42 26 
0 1-0 1.000 31 14 
0 1-0 1.000 28 a7 
0 0-0 .000 0 0 

0 0-1 .000 14 17 
0 0-1 .000 10 47 


Rookie of the Week 

Bryan Robinson (FR) DE, Wesley 

The freshman from Camden, DE, blocked a Ferrum extra- 
point attempt with 3:20 left in the game to secure Wesley’s 
28-27 victory. He also had six solo tackles, one assisted and 
two tackles for a loss of five yards. 

Honor Roll: Jonathan Gladden, Apprentice 


Special Teams Player of the Week 

Byron Westbrook (SO) Punt Returner, Salisbury 

The sophomore from Ft. Washington, MD, scored his first 
collegiate touchdown on a 68-yard punt return in the 
second quarter as Salisbury defeated Catholic 31-14. 
Honor Roll: David Gilchrist, Apprentice 


Salisbury and Brockport are meeting 
for just the second time...Salisbury won 
the only prior meeting in 1985 with a 
43-0 shutout of the Golden Eagles ... 
These teams were picked by the 
ACFC’s head coaches to finish first and 
second in the league this season ... 
Brockport trailed Cortland 17-12 at 
halftime last week but rallied in the 
third quarter with 13:02 time of posses- 
sion and touchdowns on three of their 
four possessions of the third quarter ... 
New starters Kevin Beaumont and 
Mike Mahoney combined for nine 
catches and 150 yards last week ... 
Brockport has now won 41 of its last 
43 regular season games, and the pro- 
gram is 37-8 since the start of 
2000...Today’s game at Salisbury will 
be the first conference game in 
Brockport's football history, which 
dates back to 1947, 


Frostburg State begins its 44th season 
of football with Saturday’s home con- 


test against Apprentice ... The Bobcats 
look to claim their third straight ACFC 
title in 2004 and have won eight 
straight league games dating back to 
the 2001 season ... Frostburg State 
holds an 8-3-1 lead in the all-time series 
versus Apprentice ... The Bobcats 
opened the past two seasons with wins 
over the Builders (42-6 in 2002 and 28- 
12 in 2003). Redshirt-sophomore 
Jimmy Ward steps into the starting role 
at quarterback for Frostburg, replacing 
record-setting signal-caller Grant 
Burrough, who holds 12 Bobcat pass- 
ing records ... Apprentice looks to 
rebound after a heart-breaking 17-14 
loss to Kean last Saturday in the first 
overtime game in school history ... 
After only sacking opposing quarter- 
backs twice all of 2003, the first game 
of 2004 saw four sacks by the Builders, 
with two of those from sophomore 
Leroy Bracey ... Senior Ricky Doles fin- 
ished with a career-high nine catches 
for 84 yards last week ... Defensively, 


the Builders held Kean to 201 yards, 
which included only 25 yards on the 
ground. 


Buffalo State travels to Ithaca on 
Saturday for its second road game in as 
many weeks ... The Bengals dropped 
their opener against Division I-AA 
Robert Morris by a 47-10 margin, as 
the Colonials scored 21 points in the 
final 1:56 of the first half ... 
Quarterback Mike Mikolaichik scored 
the Bengals lone touchdown on a one- 
yard run with just 33 seconds to play in 
the game ... Buffalo State is 7-11 all- 
time against Ithaca, but have not 
defeated the Bombers since a 42-35 
home victory in 1999 ... Wesley is idle 
this week after opening with a 28-27 
victory over Ferrum last Saturday in 
newly-renovated Wolverine Stadium. 


For all the latest news, stats and 
information, visit the ACFC online at 
www.acfcfootball.com. 


Varsity Club 
Membership Form 
| want to support Salisbury 


University athletics at the level 
indicated below: 


“4 Corporate $2,000+ 
J All-American $1,000 


4 All-Regional $500 
J All-State $250 
All-Conference $100 
I MVP $50 


Payment Method 


4 Enclosed is my check for $ 
made payable to the 


SU Foundation, Inc. 
4 Please charge my membership to: 
Visa UO MasterCard 


Account Number 


a eee 


Exp. Date 


Signature 


4 | would like my gift to benefit all 
athletic programs. 
O Please designate my gift for: 


ee eo te es ee ee 
4) | am an SU graduate. 


Graduation Year: 


Funds for Salisbury University are 
administered by the Salisbury University 


Foundation Inc. 


Membership in the Varsity Club is 
open to any individual or corporation 
making the minimum contribution. 
Memberships are granted from the 
date of contribution to the end of the 


fiscal year. 


Detach and mail to: 

Varsity Club 

Salisbury University 
Foundation, Inc. 

P.O. Box 2655 

Salisbury, MD 21802-2655 


For more information, 
call 410-677-5069 


Varsity Club 


e Varsity Club is a group of alumni, parents, corporations and 
Eft of Salisbury University athletics. The purpose of the 
Varsity Club is to support the University’s intercollegiate athletics 
program. The primary focus of that support is fundraising, through 
membership and special events for the enhancement of the athletics 
program. While providing this support, NCAA, athletic conference 
and University regulations will be followed. 


The chart below 
indicates the current 

benefits for members 
at each level of giving 


Tax Advantage 

Newsletter 

Membership Card 

Decal 

SU Bookstore Discount 
Game Day Program Listing 


Lapel Pin 


Pre-game and 
Half-time Reception 


Two Season Tickets for 
football, basketball & lacrosse 


Baseball Cap 


Two Additional Season Tickets 
for football, basketball & lacrosse 


Two Hall of Fame Banquet Tickets 
Golf Shirt 


Two NCAA Tournament 
Tickets per sport 


President's Club 


Plaque 


Advertising Package 


106 LEE ST 


: Proprietors — 
Ss ‘96 and Mitchell D 


